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Faith - Tradition - Family

Good News!

By: FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

The radio program discussed whether Americans
thought they were better or worse off today than one year
ago. As you might expect, opinions were divided. Some
believed we were better off—inflation had dropped 6 per-
centage points to about 3 percent, and while prices were
higher, so were most wages. Others believed the oppo-
site— many costs had risen, especially food, as well as big-
ticket items like homes and cars. One of the panelists then
suggested what she knew would be an unpopular opinion:
while there were many still struggling to make ends meet
and did not have enough, there were others who, because
of the pandemic supplement, began to overspend and
now could not maintain their lifestyle. Her opinion was
that, for many, it was not an issue of having enough, but
rather wanting too much and a lack of proper budgeting.

When Jesus fed the people gathered by the mountain,
he provided not a feast but bread and fish, which was
enough for them all. This is how God feeds us each day,
with enough. We rise each morning sleepy, yet with
enough energy to get us through the day. Our health may
not be what it once was, but there is enough to keep us
going. Our prayer may seem routine and lacking in heav-
enly inspiration, but somehow it seems to be enough for
us to continue living with faith. God does feed us, not al-
ways with the abundance we may desire, but always with
enough of what we need.




MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Om 07/27 4:00 P.M. +Harold and +Mildred Offenberger (Family)
SIB 07/27 6:00 P.M. Living and Deceased of +Frank and +Virginia Offenberger Families (Family)
Sunday SIB 07/28 7:30 A.M.  +Leora Arnold (Vincent Huck Family)
Oom 07/28 9:30 A.M. +Helen Tornes (Richard and Melissa Tornes)
SIB 07/28 11:00 A.M. +James M. Barrett (Vince and Shelly Stollar Family)
Monday SJB 07/29 8:00 A.M.  +Edith Brooker (Stan Lang Family)
+Elizabeth Hopper (Fr. Walter Heinz)
Tuesday SIB 07/30 8:00 A.M. +Tom and Maurice Heiss (Bill and Alberta Heiss)
+Rita Donavan (Fr. Walter Heinz)
Wednesday SIB 07/31 8:00 A.M.  +George and +Catherine Arnold (Bernard and Marilyn Schilling)
+Gladys Schilling (The Edith Brooker Family)
Thursday SIB 08/01 8:00 A.M.  +Tony and Donna Tornes (Wedding Anniversary) (Family)
+Dorothy Healy (Fr. Walter Heinz)
First Friday SIB 08/02 06:00 P.M. +Mary Zwick (Siblings of Vincent and Allene Huck)
+Terry Arnold (Rick and Cheryl Dunn) Adoration 5-6:00 p.m.
Saturday Oowm 08/03  4:00 P.M. +Juanita Zwick (Richard and Melissa Tornes)
SIB 08/03 6:00 P.M. +Joe and +Mary Kern Family (Family)
Sunday SIB 08/04 7:30 A.M.  +Elwin Seevers (Richard and Brenda Arnold Family)
OLM  08/04 9:30 A.M.  +Clint and + Glenna Misel (Debbie Misel)
SIB 08/04 11:00 A.M. +Leo and +Lucy Huck Family (Children of Vincent and Allene Huck)
Monday SIB 08/05 8:00 A.M.  +Ralph E. Stollar (Vince and Shelly Stollar Family)
+Frank Schilling (Tom and Elaine Wells)
Tuesday SIB 08/06 8:00 A.M.  +Penny Schwendeman (Larry and Nora Huffman)
Oom 08/06 5:00 P.M. +Jerry Huck (Grace Bauerbach)
Wednesday SJB 08/07 8:00 A.M.  +Gladys Schilling (Charlotte Lang and Family)
+Edith Brooker (Bernie and Sue Klinger)
Thursday SIB 08/08 8:00 A.M.  +Helen Fliehman (Ferris and Susan Arnold)
Oom 08/08 5:00 P.M. +Minnie Smith (Smith Family)
Friday SJB 08/09 8:00 A.M.  +Paul Huffman (Birthday 8/10) (Larry and Nora Huffman)
+Mary E. Huck (Russ Kern Family)
Saturday oM 08/10 4:00 P.M. +Donna Arnold (Jason and Jennifer Morris)
SIB 08/10 6:00 P.M. +John and +Mary Lou Huck (Family)
Sunday SIB 08/11 7:30 A.M. +Diane Arnold (Wedding Anniversary) (Alvin Arnold and Family)
Oom 08/11 9:30 AM. +Jill Casey (Stephen and Jenna Huffman)
SIB 08/11 11:00 A.M. +Richard Pottmeyer (Bertha Pottmeyer and Family)
COLLECTION D.P.S.C. BINGO
Total Collection for weekend $2,970 2024 Collected to date  $55,275 July14 Group5 $2,564
Needed to meet parish needs $4,750 2024 Goal $43,047

Thank you for your generosity!

This includes all monies

sent directly to the Diocese. If you are unable to work, please

try to find a replacement
Thank you for your generosity!

ST. JOHN BINGO WORK SCHEDULE

Jul 28
Aug 4
Aug 11
Aug 18
Aug 25

Group 7 with Brandon Wheeler
Group 8 with Russ Lang
Group 1 with Jeff Brooker
Group 2 with Jessica Henke
Group 3 with Ryan Lauchard

C.W.C. BINGO CAKES

August
Group B with Jean Tornes

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY

Please pray for all of the men and
women who are serving our country in

Meetings held the 2nd Monday of each the military. May God watch over
month, (September through May)

6:30 p.m. in the Sr. Center them and keep them safe.




EUCHRE

Euchre will be held at 1:00 p.m. at the Sr. Center July 24. Dates
for August are the 14th and 28th. Euchre is held on the 2nd
and 4th Wednesdays of each month. All are welcome.

SENIOR MEETING

Senior Citizen Meeting will be held at 11:00 a.m. on August 1,
2024 at the Sr. Center. Please bring covered dish to share.

PRIEST RETREAT

Fr. David and Fr. Walter will be on retreat July 28-August 1. If
you are in need of a priest, please call one of our area churches
for your need. There will be no masses here during that time,
however the mass intentions scheduled will be said each day
while they are on retreat.

K OF C GOLF OUTING

The K of C 4617 Golf Outing will be on Sunday, August 18th at
Oxbow Golf Course in Belpre, OH. Cost will be $260 per team
and includes skins and mulligans. Each team must have two
Knights of Columbus 4617 members on it with dues current for
2024. Registration will start at 7:30 am and shotgun start at
8:00 am. There will be 50/50 and hole move-up! Steak dinner is
included after golf on the patio at the K of C in Churchtown. To
put a team in contact Ethan Brooker @ 740-525-2972.

PERSONAL HYGIENE PRODUCTS COLLECTION

The Churchtown Senior Citizen group is collecting personal
hygiene products for men and women to be distributed to area
nursing homes. Examples of items would include hairbrushes,
combs, toothpaste, deodorant, bath soap, shampoo etc. There
will be a container in the church vestibule for the products.
This collection will last throughout the summer. Thank you in
advance for your generous donations.

The hard of the Lord feeds

ug; e argwers all our needs.

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 15 is a
Holy Day of Obligation. Mass will be held at St. John’s on
Wednesday (Vigil) at 6:00 p.m. and on August 15 (Holy Day) at
8:00 a.m. Mass at Our Lady of Mercy will be held at 6:00 p.m.
on August 14 and 9:00 a.m. on the Holy Day.

ST. JOHN SCHOOL LEAC

St. John Central School, Churchtown, is seeking parish repre-
sentatives from St. Ambrose, St. Bernard, St. John the Baptist,
and Our Lady of Mercy to serve as members of the St. John
Central School Local Education Advisory Council (LEAC). It is the
consultative body to the principal and pastoral administrator in
governance regarding school policy. If you are interested,
please call St. John Central School at 740.896.2697 by August
1, 2024. Thank you for your support of St. John Central School.

SHOP, SWAP AND STROLL

The next Shop Swap and Stroll is scheduled for August 7 at
Lowell Buell Island Park, Lowell Ohio, 4:30 pm to 7:30 pm. This
event is for farm market, craft, food truck, flea market and
yard sale vendors.

CORN ROAST

The Lowell American Legion Post 750 is holding a Corn Roast
on August 3rd from 4-11:00 p.m. at the Post. There will be
food, a beer garden, raffles, and 50/50 drawings with cash priz-
es. There will be kid games for the children; so bring the whole
family. Come enjoy live music and family fun while supporting
your local American Legion.

PARISH SOCIAL

St. Stephen Catholic Church in Caldwell will hold their Annual
Parish Social on August 4 from 5-8:00 p.m. There will be bingo
and a country store along with door prizes. The menu consists
of homemade shredded chicken sandwiches, hot dogs and
coneys, chicken noodles by the bowl, pie, cake, coffee and soft
drinks. All are invited.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR AUGUST 3-4, 2024

MASS ALTAR SERVERS LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Saturday 6:00 p.m. Coletyn Dyar, Weston Hennes Virginia Dyar Jessica Henke
Sunday 7:30a.m. Volunteers Hugh Arnold Arnold Huck
Sunday 11:00 a.m. Emilia and Connor Lauchard Ashleigh Pennock Lori Hart

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR AUGUST, 10-11, 2024

MASS ALTAR SERVERS LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Saturday 6:00 p.m. Orion and Raegan Flinn Eugene Huck Virginia Dyar
Sunday  7:30a.m. Owen Henry, Connor McCartney Kelly Miller Veronica Bosner
Sunday 11:00 a.m. Maycee and Reese Lang Jerry Smith Amanda Walters




New Parishioners
Welcome!

You can register by calling our
Parish Office.

Prayer Network: Call
Mary Brooker 740-896-2002
Elaine Wells 740-896-3112
to place a prayer request on the
prayer line or to join in the pray-
ers for those in need.

Becoming Catholic (Order of
Christian Initiation of Adults)
For those interested in becoming

Catholic, contact the parish office.

Care for the Sick or Homebound:
Call the Parish Office or Marilyn
Kern to set up Communion visits

or to receive the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick.

Pastoral Musicians
Valerie Strahler,
Crystal Lang

Scrip Coordinator
Betina Lang

PSR Coordinator
Andrea Ralston

Pastoral Council
Chairperson Maria Huffman

Parish Finance Council
Chairperson Russ Lang,
Casey Lang, Rachel Schott,
Jeff Canterbury, Pam Brooker

Cemetery Association
Andy Miller, Kevin Brooker,
Dean Hart, Howard Brooker

Club of Catholic Women
President Marilyn Zollar

St. John Central School
(740) 896-2697
Mrs. Becky Hilverding
Principal

Knights of Columbus
Council 4617

Grand Knight Taylor Pottmeyer

St. John School Foundation
Gary Arnold, President

Diocesan Catholic
Charities & Information
Referral Line:
1-800-339-7890

Catholic Trivia.

What’s the difference between a nun and a sis-
ter?

Many people often use the terms interchangea-
bly, but there is a difference. A nun is a religious
woman who lives a contemplative life — one in
prayer. According to Canon Law, nuns must live a
life apart from the world, that is, cloistered. With
few exceptions, once they take their vows, they
stay within the confines of their monastery. A
religious sister, on the other hand, still take vows,
but live a life of service and prayer. Many sisters
serve as teachers, nurses and social workers. They
are apostolic and active in the community as a
whole. So, if you see a religious woman at the
store, walking through town or even at Mass, she
would be a sister and not a nun.

SUPPORT OUR SEMINARIANS Please join in
praying for Seminarians of the Steubenville Dio-
cese: Studying at Sacred Heart Major Seminary
Detroit, Peter Stetson; Studying at St. Vincent
Seminary in Latrobe Pa, Christopher McGurn and
Samuel Ivkovich; Studying at the Pontifical Col-
lege Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio: Jonathan
Rusco, Riley Morris, Aaron Pabin, Caleb Baker,
John Paul Gan, and Ryan Budd.

ARE YOU REGISTERED? Are you new to the Par-
ish? Have you notified the Parish Offices of any
changes in your address, phone number, etc.? If
you are out of college and still living at home, you
need to register as an adult member of St. John
the Baptist. Please call the Parish Offices (740-896
-3566) for any changes or to register. Your coop-
eration in helping us to keep our records up-to-
date is greatly appreciated.

Mission Accomplished! The repair of the steeple
of our Church has been completed! Thanks to
Brooker General Contractors...especially: Carter
Brooker, Dan Brooker, and Tony Heiss

St. John Central School

We reopen for the new school year on Monday,
August 21°%. If you have enrollment or registration
questions, please call the school office at (740)
896-2697. Have a blessed summer!

What does Mary’s Assumption mean for us? On
Nov. 1, 1950 Pope Pius Xll infallibly declared that,
“having completed the course of her earthly life”
the Blessed Virgin Mary was taken up, body and
soul, into heavenly glory. Although this doctrine
was declared relatively recently, the Church’s
belief in it isn’t new. Sacred Scripture and Tradi-
tion repeatedly emphasize Mary’s sinless and
holiness (Luke 1:28), and her deep involvement in
the mysteries of Christ’s life. Given this, we be-
lieve Jesus preserved her body from decay and
raised her to heavenly glory. For us, the Assump-
tion, is a “sneak preview” of what our ultimate
destiny can be if we are faithful to Christ, as Mary
was - having our glorified bodies, sinless and per-
fectly happy. What she is now, we hope someday
to be.

The Assumption reveals the value of our bodies in
God'’s plan. When God created us in His image, He
created us body and soul and said it was “very
good” (Genesis 1:31). It’s so good that He intends
to raise us bodily, into His glory.

The True Teacher

“Woe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter the
flock of my pasture, says the LORD.” Jeremiah 23:1 In
today’s world, we especially need to seek and pray
for leaders who guide us to God’s truth. When we
have leaders that do not stand firm in good values
and morals, society “the flock” scatter and run ram-
pant down evil pathways. Some leaders, want us to
believe that abortion is justified changing genders is
our choice not God’s, listening to police authority is
optional, etc. These corrupt ways of living scatter us.
Our world is split and scattered because people are
choosing Satan’s ideologies. As we know, strong fam-
ily values are important when raising children. Fami-
lies must teach and discipline their children to know
and live according to God’s commandments. When
they enter school years, teachers need to stand firm
against radical teachings: critical race theory, choos-
ing gender identity, removing prayer, etc. This indoc-
trination of children is a sin.

“Why are leaders in a nation, in education, in religion
afraid to speak out with courage? Partly because
they are not themselves practicing what they ask
others to do; partly because they are afraid of being
unloved or because running counter to the moods of
the time and partly because they do not rely on Di-
vine strength to aid them in their defense of what is
right and just.”—Venerable Bishop Fulton Sheen.
Jesus is the Good Shepherd, the True Teacher,
leading us to TRUTH. When we put back into place
laws that reflect God’s Commandments and
teachings, we are forming a society that is more
respectful, loving, and firm in good values. Please
pray for our leaders. May they follow the
Commandments of the Lord. May those who enforce
God’s Commandments be kept safe. And may those
who died in service to protecting God’s flock, live
eternally with the Good Shepherd.

Why? Why do Catholics bury loved ones’ remains?
Everything the Church teaches about care for the
dying, funeral rites and burial is out of respect for the
body. For Catholics, the body has the added dignity
of participating in the Sacraments during life: “your
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit” (1Corinthians
6:19 ). In the Creed, we profess belief in the
resurrection of the body. Therefore, the Church
permits cremation as long as the cremains are buried
in sanctified ground. Scattering ashes is prohibited.

Faculty and Administration of
St. John Central School — Churchtown
2024-2025

Becky Hilverding - Principal
Sandy Day - Preschool Teacher
Divinity Neihart - Preschool Aide
Virginia Dyar - K - & 1% Grade Teacher
Jenna Richardson - K - 1% Grade Teacher
Heather Schaad - K — 5™ Music & Gym;
2" & 3" Teacher

June Deem - 2" & 3™ Grade Teacher
Anthony Williams — 4™ — 5™ Grade Teacher
Pam Keeney - Treasurer
Crystal Lang - Nurse
Alison Duvall - IT Director/Mentor/Testing

Coordinator
Michelle Schwendeman - Administrative Assistant
Judy Best - Paraprofessional Aide
Amy Lang - Aide
Lorinda Lang - Cook/Custodian




