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Faith - Tradition - Family

Good News!

By: FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

We like to fill life with good things—good
friends, good times, good jobs, good memories.
They are all graced moments of life. Life is also
marked by an emptying process. Friends move
away, good times come to an end, jobs become bor-
ing. Saint Teresa of Kolkata (Mother Teresa) once
noted how even God can’t fill what is already full.
The emptying process may very well be the action
of God in our lives, emptying us to make room for
God’s gift of resurrection and life in its fullest.

Holy Week is the story of such a process—one
long saga that begins with Palm Sunday as it focuses
on how Jesus willingly emptied himself even unto
death. The story moves on to Holy Thursday and the
gift of the Eucharist to sustain us in the emptymg
On to Good Friday, where, once more, a narration in
stark liturgical strokes tell of the emptying of Jesus.
Finally, the Easter Vigil and the Feast of the Resur-
rection, the culmination of a journey through death
into life. We tell this weeklong story because the
story of Jesus is also our story—more of God work-
ing in us rather than our own doing. The Jesuit theo-
logian Karl Rahner once noted that one of the tasks
of life is to learn how to die well. Our willingness to
learn that lesson, again and again, is how we begin
to share in the resurrection, even as we live our lives
today.




MASS INTENTION SCHEDULE

Saturday OLM 04/12 4:00 p.m. +Darren Cheeseman (Dan and Elanda Fliehman)
SJB 04/12  6:00 p-m. +Norbert Kern (Anniv. 4/11) (Marilyn Kern and Family)
Sunday SJB 04/13 7:30 a.m. +Shelba Kern (CWC)
OLM  04/13 9:30 a.m. +Jennette Schwendeman (David and Yvonne Kincaid)
SJB 04/13 11:00 a.m. +Alice Lang (Birthday) (Bob and Peggy Byers)
Monday SJB 04/14 8:00 a.m. +Jim Thieman (Norma Thieman and Family)
2:00 p.m. Chrism Mass at the Basilica of St. Mary, Marietta
Tuesday SJB 04/15  8:00 a.m. No Mass Today
OLM  04/15 5:00 p-m. TBA
Wednesday SJB 04/16  8:20 a.m. +Pat Sisco (Ken and Marsha Gerkin) School Mass
EASTER TRIDUUM
HOLY THURSDAY
Thursday SJB 04/17 7:00 p-m. +Richard and +Bertha Pottmeyer (Children)
(Adoration will follow until 10:00 p.m.) .
OLM 04/17 7:00 pm.  TBA (Adoration will follow until 10:00 p.m.) 0 ly
GOOD FRIDAY W
Friday SJB 04/18 12:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
OLM  04/18 3:00 p-m. Stations of the Cross
SJB 04/18 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Service - The Passion of Christ
OLM  04/18 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Service - The Passion of Christ
HOLY SATURDAY- EASTER VIGIL
Saturday SJB 04/19 8:00 p-m. +Earl and +Justine Tornes (Doug and Mary Parks and Family)
OLM  04/19 8:00 p-m. TBA
EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
Sunday SJB 04/20 7:30 a.m. People of the Parish
SJB 04/20 9:00 a.m. Deceased Family of +Alvin and +Helen Smith
(Donna Tornes and Family) (Easter Egg Hunt after Mass at the School)
OLM 0420 9:30 a.m. TBA
LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND
If you are unable to serve, please try to find a replacement. Thank you!
MASS ALTAR SERVERS LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Thursday 7:00 p.m. Morgan and Baylee Warner Kelly Miller Lori Hart
Friday 7:00 p.m. Connor McCartney, Hudson Lang Jerry Smith (Voice), Hugh Arnold Tonia Skinner
(Narrator), Father (Jesus), Crowd
(People)
Saturday 8:00 p.m. Coletyn and Alyssa Dyar, Chase Virginia Dyar Jerry Dyar
Arteaga, Abby Henke
Sunday 7:30 a.m. Adalyn and Eli Eichmiller Robin Eichmiller Connie Arnold
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Callen Pottmeyer, Emi Lauchard Kristen Pottmeyer Amanda Walters
COLLECTION Dpsc 3 Please pray for all of the men
Total Collection last weekend $ 4,595 2025 Collected to Date § 17,255 S and women who are serving our
Needed to meet parish needs $ 4,750 2025 DPSC Goal $41,330 f country in the military.
May God watch over them and keep
Thank you for your generosity! Thank you!! them safe.

Please have all bulletin information to the Rectory no later than 10:00 p.m. on Monday




OUR SNOWBIRD IS COMING HOME
Our snowbird is coming home this week from Florida. We are
happy to welcome Fr. Walter Heinz back to Churchtown.

CWC MEETING
The monthly CWC meeting will be held at the Sr. Center on Mon-
day, April 14. The meeting will begin with the Rosary at 6:30
p-m. All ladies of the parish are invited to attend.

CWC MOTHER/DAUGHTER BANQUET
The CWC Mother/Daughter Banquet will be held on Monday,
May 12th at the Sr. Center. We will begin with a 6:00 p.m. mass
at the Church. Meal and drink will provided. Please bring a pot-
luck dessert or salad to share. Please RSVP to Anna Schaad by
May 4th (Home 373-6181 or Cell 525-0123).

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE

We are currently working on the liturgical minister schedule for
June through August 2025. If you would like to serve as a Lector,
Eucharistic Minister, or your child would like to be an Altar Serv-
er, please contact the Rectory by phone (740) 896-3566 or email
stjohnchurchtown@yahoo.com. If you or your child would like
to be removed from the current list, please let us know as soon as
possible.

DAILY BREAD KITCHEN

The St. Johns group for the Daily Bread Kitchen will be cooking
and handing out Takeout Lunches, at the Marietta K of C Hall on
Gilman Ave. in Marietta, on Wednesday, April 16, 2025. Cur-
rently, we are in need of packaged cookies, snack cakes, or
doughnuts, pastries or muffins and fruit cups (to put in the Take-
outs). If you would like to donate any of these items, you can
leave them in the box in the entry of the church by 8am on
Wednesday, April 16, 2025. If you would like to make a mone-
tary donation there will also be a collection can in the entry of the
church. Thank you for all your past and present donations. You
are helping to make a difference!

UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. JOHN SCHOOL

The spring play is set for May 8 at Marietta High School at 6:30
p.m. Pre-K graduation will take place on May 16 at 6:00 p.m. at
the church, marking their last day of school. Kindergarten gradua-
tion will be on May 20, which will be the final day of school for
our kindergarteners. The last day for all other students will be
May 21, featuring Field Day, Awards Day, and the official start of
summer break!

P.S.R. PROGRAM DIRECTOR
We are looking for the next leader of our PSR (Parish School of
Religion) Program. They would coordinate and supervise our Re-
ligious Education program for children 1st-12th grade. If interest-
ed contact the parish office.

LOWELL FISH FRY
Our Lady of Mercy in Lowell will have their final Lenten fish fry
on Friday April 11th, from 4:30pm-7:30pm. The cost is $13 for
adults and $6 for children 12 and under. The meals are dine-in or
to-go.

oianna!

EXCITING NEWS FROM ST. JOHN"S!

We are thrilled to announce that we have hired a new Ist grade
teacher — and she’s a familiar face to many of us! Please join us
in giving a warm welcome home to Riley Schweikert. Riley is
currently completing her Early Childhood Degree at Wittenberg
University and is beyond excited to return to the school where she
spent her own K-8 years as a student. Now, she’s coming back to
share her love of learning and faith as a 1st grade teacher. Riley
believes that every child is a unique learner who can thrive in a
supportive, engaging, and hands-on environment. Her goal is to
create a classroom rooted in faith — a place where all students
feel safe, valued, and encouraged. We are so excited to have her as
part of the St. John’s family again. Welcome home, Riley! [

THE ANNUAL KOFC 4617 EASTER EGG HUNT
The Annual K of C 4617 Easter Egg
Hunts will be held on Easter Sunday,
April 20th, for children 0-12 years old,
at the following times: St. John: after
9:00 a.m. mass @ St. John School; St.
Bernard: after 9:30 am. mass @ 5
Church; Our Lady of Mercy: after 9:30 -4
mass @ Church. All K of C members
are asked to donate 1 or 2 dozen filled plastic eggs. They can be
put in the back of the church. For information or questions, con-
tact Taylor Pottmeyer at 412-215-6470.

5TH ANNUAL A NIGHT AT THE RACES

Knights of Columbus 4617 invites you to our 5th Annual - A
NIGHT AT THE RACES - Saturday, May 3, 2025 at 17472 SR
676, Marietta, Ohio 45750. Guests should pull out their derby at-
tire and big hats for this adults-only night of wagering on horse
races, great food, drinks, and fun while supporting our building
capital improvement fund. Tickets are $35/each or $280/table (8
people). Doors Open at 4:00. Heavy Appetizers by BIG FOOD
LITTLE KITCHEN (Katie Wainwright-Tucker) @ 5:00, and Rac-
es Begin @ 5:30. BET ON THE KENTUCKY DERBY plus 10
other races for a total of 11 horse races throughout the night. All
guests throughout the night can bet on any of the horses in the
races, bets are $2/horse. In addition to horse racing, there will be
50/50, Just Ducky, Magic Envelope, Three Race Trifecta and more
games of chance. There will also be a BIG HAT & BEST
DRESSED contest. . Your ticket includes appetizers and 2 drinks
+ Cash Bar to follow. For tickets or information contact Taylor
Pottmeyer @ 412-215-6470.
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Monday, April 14
2:00 p.m. Chrism Mass-St. Mary’s Marietta
Thursday April 17
7:00 p.m. Holy Thursday Mass at SJB and OLM
Adoration after Mass until 10:00 p.m.

Friday April 18

12:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross at SIB

3:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross at OLM

7:00 p.m. Good Friday Service at SJB and OLM
Saturday April 19

8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil at SJB and OLM
Sunday April 20

7:30 a.m. Easter Mass at SJB

9:00 a.m. Easter Mass at SIB

9:30 a.m. Easter Mass at OLM




New Parishioners
Welcome!

You can register by calling our
Parish Office.

Prayer Network: Call
Mary Brooker 740-896-2002
Elaine Wells 740-896-3112
to place a prayer request on the
prayer line or to join in the prayers
for those in need.

Becoming Catholic (Order of Chris-
tian Initiation of Adults)
For those interested in becoming
Catholic, contact the parish office.

Care for the Sick or Homebound:
Call the Parish Office or Marilyn
Kern to set up Communion visits or
to receive the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick.

Pastoral Musicians
Valerie Strahler, Crystal Lang

Scrip Coordinator
Betina Lang

PSR Coordinator
Andrea Ralston

Pastoral Council
Chairperson Maria Huffman

Parish Finance Council
Chairperson Russ Lang,
Casey Lang, Rachel Schott,
Jeff Canterbury, Pam Brooker

Cemetery Association
Andy Miller, Kevin Brooker,
Dean Hart, Howard Brooker

Club of Catholic Women
President Marilyn Zollar

St. John Central School
(740) 896-2697
Mrs. Becky Hilverding
Principal

Knights of Columbus
Council 4617

Grand Knight Taylor Pottmeyer

St. John School Foundation
Gary Arnold, President

Diocesan Catholic
Charities & Information
Referral Line:
1-800-339-7890

Dear Parishioners, the question was asked why we
cover the statures and crosses in our church? All
throughout Lent, through prayer, penance, and fasting,
the Church has directed us to participate in the life of
Christ more fully, to see His presence among us more
clearly as we journey to the house of the Father. The
hiding of the statues and crosses is not designated to
hinder that progression, but to lead us to more deeply
contemplate the saving work that Christ is to accom-
plish. The cross returns to us on Good Friday with the
great words, “Behold the wood of the cross, on which
hung the salvation of the world.” The rest of the stat-
ues and images return on Easter when we meet Christ
Risen from the dead. May these last days of Lent
bring us to Easter joy ready to celebrate the Lord!
— Fr. David

St. Isadore the Farmer. There is something pro-
foundly transformative about manual labor and the
dignity it brings to our souls. Physical work, especially
in agriculture, has a deep connection to fulfillment and
peace, which is why it has remained central to the
rules of many religious communities. Saint Isidore the
Farmer’s life was simple, yet his example teaches us
that true sanctity often arises from humble work. With
strong faith and a deep devotion to the sacraments,
Isidore rose early each morning to attend Mass, keep-
ing God close to his heart whether he was at the plow
or in the pew. Saint Isidore reminds us that we don’t
need extraordinary miracles, bilocation, or divine vi-
sions to become great saints. By striving to love God
sincerely and living out the sacraments well, we too
can achieve the heights of sanctity.

Precepts of the Church. As early as the fourth cen-
tury, we see the Church insisting that its members
behave in certain ways: They were to attend Mass on
Sundays and special feasts, receive the sacraments of
Reconciliation and Eucharist. By the end of the Mid-
dle Ages, there was a consensus that Catholics were
obliged to perform certain practices. Saint Peter Canis-
ius, writing in 1555, listed five precepts, and his list is
used in Germany and Latin America. Saint Robert
Bellarmine, writing in 1589, listed six precepts, and
his list is followed in France and Italy. The Baltimore
Catechism used in the United States listed six pre-
cepts, and the 1992 Catechism of the Catholic Church
lists the five precepts that are given. Whatever their
number, the purpose of the precepts has always been
to preserve good order in the Church, to maintain
discipline within the Church, and to establish a specif-
ic Catholic identity.

Hell Is Real — and Many Are Headed There Many
Catholics underestimate the power of hell and the
possibility they may end up there, pastor and author
Msgr. Charles Pope said. He said 21 of the 38 para-
bles in the Gospels are about hell (often referred to as
Gehenna) — including the rich man and Lazarus, the
wise and foolish virgins, the weeds and the wheat, and
the sheep and the goats. “Jesus warns that many are
on the wrong path. And we’ve got to stop and make a
decision and be more urgent about this thing in our
life,” he said. “And if I can say one thing about the
Church today, we don’t have any sense of urgency,”
he added. “Everyone [assumes] ‘The deal is done; who
needs to be saved? We’re already — it’s already taken
care of.” And that’s not true.” Even many daily Mass
goers reject hell, he said, which he chalked up to what
he called “a cultural trend where I think we’ve reduced
love to mere kindness.” It’s possible for people to go
to hell because people are free to choose God or to
reject God, he said.

Our Seminarians

Pray for Seminarians studying at: Sacred Heart Major
Seminary 2701 Chicago Blvd., Detroit, MI 48206; Peter
Stetson, St. Vincent Seminary 300 Fraser Purchase Rd.,
Latrobe Pa,15650; Christopher McGurn and Samuel
Ivkovich. Pontifical College Josephinum 7625 North
High Street, Columbus, Ohio, 43235-1499; Maximilian
Kolbe Gan, Jonathan Ruscoe, Riley Morris, Aaron
Pabin, Caleb Baker. On a pastoral year at Christ the
Light Parish 9704 Gomber Ave. Cambridge, Ohio
43728, Ryan Budd and John Paul Gan.

Pray for our priests: 4/13 All Priests, 4/14 Fr. Robert
Gallagher, 4/15 Fr. Thomas Chillog, 4/16 Msgr. Thomas
Petronek, 4/17 Fr. Martin Holler, 4/18 Msgr. J. Michael
Campbell, 4/19 Msgr. Don Horak,4/20 Fr. William
Cross. Our priests speak to the faithful with their hearts
and faith. Fill them, with burning zeal for the conversion
of sinners.

2025 Diocesan Parish Share Campaign goal for
St. John the Baptist Church —Churchtown is $41,330.60.
Our Lady of Mercy—Lowell is $21,945.35

St. John the Baptist -We are looking for the next lead-
er of our PSR (Parish School of Religion) Program.
They would coordinate and supervise our Religious
Education program for children 1st-12th grade. If inter-
ested contact the parish office.

GOOD FRIDAY HOLY LAND COLLECTION

On Good Friday, we will conduct our annual collection
for the Holy Land. The funds raised will help maintain
the Catholic shrines in the region and provide assistance
to those in need. Your generosity is truly appreciated.

The Rural Lenten Prayer

Dear Lord, we are now in the holy season of Lent. We
begin to realize anew that these are the days of salva-
tion, these are the acceptable days. We know that we are
all sinners. We know that in many things we have
all offended Your infinite majesty. We know that sin
destroys Your life in us as a drought withers the leaves
and chokes the life from the land, leaving an arid, dusty
desert. Help us now, Lord, in our feeble attempts to
make up for past sin. Bless our efforts with the rich
blessing of Your grace. Make us realize ever more our
need of penance and of mortification. Help us to see, in
our ordinary difficulties and duties, in the trials and
temptations of every day, the best opportunity of mak-
ing up for past infidelities. Every day we are so often
reminded in field and wood, in sky and stream, of Your
own boundless generosity to us. Help us to realize that
You are never outdone in generosity, and that the least
thing we do for You will be rewarded, full measure,
pressed down, shaken together, and flowing over. Then
we shall see, in our own souls, how the desert can blos-
som, and the dry and wasted land can bring forth the
rich, useful fruit that was expected of it from the begin-

ning. Amen. P
Sevp 27



https://youtu.be/CsQKTGR6nRM?t=2794
https://youtu.be/CsQKTGR6nRM?t=2572

