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    Of the many names Scripture provides to help us ponder 
the mystery of Jesus, one of the most intriguing is the name 
that John the Baptist offers at the opening of today’s gospel: 
“Behold the Lamb of God!” (John 1:29).  

Scripture scholars debate what John means here. Is he 
alluding to the Passover lamb—that unblemished lamb 
whose blood the enslaved Israelites were to post over their 
doorways? The angel of death knew to “pass over” these 
homes. Perhaps John was saying that by Jesus’ blood, the 
people would be freed from death.  

Or was John thinking about the guilt offerings mentioned 
in the Hebrew Scriptures when priests offered animal sacri-
fices to God as a way of seeking the removal of their sins? 
Leviticus mentions use of a scapegoat who would carry the 
sins of the people away into the desert. (See Leviticus 20–
28.) Could John have understood that Jesus would bear the 
sins of the world?  

Or did John have in mind the great constellation Aries, the 
ram, considered the prince of the stars of the sky, the center 
from whom all the other constellations were mapped in an-
cient times? Perhaps John was pointing out that Jesus was 
the center around whom heaven and earth revolve, like the 
ruling lamb mentioned in the Book of Revelation.  

Today at Mass, when the host is elevated and you hear 
John’s words again—“Behold the Lamb of God!”—take a 
moment to savor these words anew.  

Matrimony: Engaged couples, should contact the Parish 
Office at least six months in advance of the intended wedding, 
for Pre-marriage interview. Pre-marriage formation (Pre-
Cana) is required to prepare for this serious, lifelong commit-
ment.  

Baptism: call the Parish Office to schedule a Baptism 740-896-
3566. 

The Homebound/Nursing Home/Hospitalized: Please call the 
parish office. Due to HIPPA laws we may not be otherwise 
notified. 

Anointing of the Sick: Celebrated  upon request. Call the Par-
ish Office.    

Prayer line: Offering our prayerful support for your inten-
tions. Mary Brooker 740-896-2002 or Mrs. Elaine Wells 740-
896-3112. 

Good News! 
By: FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS  

 

SECOND SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME 

January 18, 2026 



MASS INTENTION SCHEDULE  
     

     

 Saturday  OLM 01/17 4:00 p.m. +Gary Pottmeyer (Ed Schilling)  

                 SJB 01/17 6:00 p.m. +Robert Heiss (Chris Pottmeyer) 

 Sunday  SJB 01/18 7:30 a.m. +Kendrick Schwendeman (Leroy and Sophia Rauch)   

  OLM 01/18 9:30 a.m. +Allene Huck (Ben and Lisa Berendts)      

  SJB 01/18 11:00 a.m. +Frank Schilling (Birthday) (Children) 

   

 Monday SJB 01/19 8:00 a.m. +George and +Catherine Arnold (Larry and Nora Huffman) 

 Tuesday SJB 01/20 8:00 a.m.    No Mass Today 

  OLM 01/20 5:00 p.m.    TBD  

 Wednesday   SJB 01/21 8:30 a.m. +Norma Thieman (Parish)  School Mass 

 Thursday SJB 01/22 8:00 a.m.    No Mass Today   

  OLM 01/22 5:00 p.m.    TBD 

Friday  SJB 01/23 8:00 a.m. +Greg Schilling (Bernard and Marilyn Schilling) 

 

 Saturday OLM 01/24 4:00 p.m.   TBD 

                 SJB 01/24 6:00 p.m. +Dave Bowen (Cyrus Bowen) 

 Sunday  SJB 01/25 7:30 a.m. +Larry Schaad (2nd Anniv.) (Janet Schaad and Family)   

  OLM 01/25 9:30 a.m.    TBD   

  SJB 01/25 11:00 a.m. +Tony Tornes (Donna Tornes and Family)   

   

   

Please have all bulletin information to  the Rectory by Monday at 6 p.m. 

Please pray for all of the 

men and women who are 

currently serving our 

country in the military.   

May God watch over 

them and keep them safe. This includes money sent directly to the Dio-
cese.  Thank you for your contributions! 

January 18  K of C Free Throw Competition 

January 19   No School at St. John’s Central School 

January 21  Fr. Tornes Birthday 

January 31-Feb. 1  Blessing of Throats 

February 5  Senior Citizen Meeting 11:00 a.m. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
 

COLLECTION 

Total Collection 12/28/2025 $3,275 
 
Need to meet parish needs $4,750 

DPSC 

2026 Collected to date $2,995 

2026 DPSC Goal  TBD 

LITURGICL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND  

    

    

    

Saturday 6:00 p.m. 

   Sunday  7:30 a.m. 

Sunday 11:00 a.m. 

                  MASS        ALTER SERVERS                                    LECTOR       EUCHARISTIC MINISTER 

     Orion and Raegan Flinn                Kelly Miller     Melinda Treadway 

  Grace Francis, Chase Arteaga                      Zandra Francis             Arnold Huck 

 Weston Burt, Hudson Lang                     Brynlee Pottmeyer                        Amanda Walters  

Isaiah 8:23—9:3 / 1 Corinthians 1:10–13, 17 / Matthew 4:12–23 or 4:12–17 



2025 CHURCH COLLECTION STATEMENTS 
Church envelope collection statements for 2025 may be obtained 
by calling the Rectory 896-3566 or emailing stjohnchurch-
town@yahoo.com (without the hyphen).  If you requested a copy 
last year, you do not need to call as one will automatically be 
mailed to you.  Please note that any DPSC donations will be on a 
separate statement from the Diocese. 
 

UNKNOWN COLLECTION ENVELOPE NUMBER NEEDED 

If you have collection envelope number 179, please call (740-896-
3566) or email Pam at the Rectory to let her know.  Thank you in 
advance. 
 

COLLECTION ENVELOPES 
If you have not picked up your collection envelopes, please do so 
no later than January 31.  If you did not receive envelopes and 
would like a box, please call Pam at the Rectory. 
 

DAILY BREAD KITCHEN 
The St. John’s group for the Daily Bread Kitchen will be cooking 
and handing out Takeout Lunches, at the Marietta KofC hall on 
Gilman Ave. in Marietta, on Wednesday, January 28, 2026 (please 
note date change).  At this time, we are in need of packaged 
cookies, snack cakes, or doughnuts, pastries or muffins and fruit 
cups (to put in the Takeouts).  If you would like to make a dona-
tion of any of these items, you can leave them in the box in the 
entry of the church by 8am on Wednesday, January 28, 2026.  If 
you would like to make a monetary donation there will also be a 
collection can in the entry of the church.  Thank you for all your 
past and present donations.  You are helping to make a differ-
ence!  
 

CARD SHOWER 
There will be a card shower for Gertrude Bradley’s 85th birthday 
on February 1.  Cards may be sent to Gertrude at 2686 Waterford 
Road, Marietta, Ohio, 45750.  
 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 
The new Liturgical Minister Schedule for February through May is 
located in the church vestibule.  Please stop by and pick one up. 
 

K OF C 4617 FREE THROW COMPETITION 
The K of C 4617 Free Throw Competition will be held this Sunday, 
January 18, at the K of C Hall gym in Churchtown. Open to ALL 
girls and boys ages 9-14 years old as of January 1, 2026. Sign up 
will be at 12:00 p.m. and competition begins at 1:00 p.m.  A par-
ent or guardian will need to be present to sign up. You do not 
have to be a member’s child to sign up.  Entry is FREE.  Contact 
Tanner Pottmeyer at 740-516-4749 with any questions. 
 

K OF C SCHOLARHIP 
Knights of Columbus Council #4617 is happy to announce that our 
2026 Scholarship Application is now open! Any senior who is cur-
rently attending a local high school may apply for the Knights of 
Columbus Council #4617 Scholarship. One boy and one girl will be 
selected from this area. The scholarship  recipients will receive a 
$500.00 check. The application must be submitted by the end of 
the day on March 14, 2026. Please apply at the link below:                                                             
https://forms.gle/9dEuaKinPDh8oSX27.  Tanner J. Pottmeyer, 
Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus 4617. 
 
 
 
  

A NOVENA FOR LIFE SPONSORED BY K OF C 4617 
A Novena for Life sponsored by Knights of Columbus Council 4617 
will be held from January 16th – January 24th to pray for a culture 
of life and civilization of love in our community, nation, and 
world. A novena is a period of sustained prayer over nine days for 
a particular intention. Community members and fellow Knights, 
with their families, are encouraged to pray in their homes on 
each of the nine days of the novena. This particular intention of 
the novena is LIFE. We will pray along with the USCCB’s 9 Days for 
Life. We will also post these prayer sheets each morning on our 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/churchtownkofc. For more 
information or to get daily text, visit www.respectlife.org/9-days-
signup.The protection of life is a sustained prayer intention of the 
Catholic Church and of the Knights of Columbus. Contact Tanner 
Pottmeyer @ 740-516-4749 with any questions 

 
LIFE LINE SCREENING 

Have You Taken Control of Your Health Today? 
Life Line Screening will be in the Sr. Center at St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church on Tuesday, February 10, 2026 offering safe, 
painless, non-invasive preventive health screenings that are typi-
cally not a part of a routine physical.  To be more proactive about 
your health for yourself, your family and your community, please 
register for these health screenings today.  There is no time like 
the present to take action! Three ways to register:  Call toll-free: 1
-800-324-9458 promo code HABC001; Online: LLSA.SOCIAL/HABC; 

Text: the word circle to 216-279-1607. 
 

MARCH OF LIFE 
The March for Life continues to be the largest prolife rally in the 
world. It’s an opportunity to give public testimony to the value of 
every human life, and to be inspired by the dedication of the tens 
of thousands of people who participate. The March For Life will 
take place in Washington, DC, on Friday, January 23, 2026. To 
learn more visit www.march for life.org.  

 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL BENEFIT DRAWING 

The St. Mary Catholic School Foundation in Marietta, Ohio will 
hold its Annual Benefit Drawing on Saturday, February 7 at 6:30 
p.m. Tickets are $150, admit two guests, and include food along 
with your chance to win cash prizes. To purchase tickets, learn 
more about the event, or inquire about sponsorship opportuni-
ties, please contact Teresa Tokodi Domico at 740-516-8322. 

 

   

 

https://forms.gle/9dEuaKinPDh8oSX27


 

New Parishioners  

 Welcome!  

You can register by calling our  

Parish Office. 

 
Prayer Network: Call                                     

Mary Brooker  740-896-2002   
Elaine Wells 740-896-3112 to 
place a prayer request on the 

prayer line or to join in the 
prayers for those in need. 

 
Becoming Catholic (Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults)  

For those interested in be-
coming Catholic, contact the 

parish office.  

 

Care for the Sick or Home-
bound:  

Call the Parish Office or Mari-
lyn Kern to set up Commun-

ion visits or to receive the 
Sacrament of Anointing of the 

Sick. 

 

Pastoral Musicians  

Valerie Strahler, Crystal Lang                            

 

PSR Coordinator 

Amanda Warner   

 

Pastoral Council 

Chairperson Maria Huffman 

 

Parish Finance Council  

Chairperson Russ Lang,  Casey 
Lang, Rachel Schott,  Jeff 

Canterbury, Pam Brooker 

 

Cemetery Association  

Andy Miller, Kevin Brooker,  

Dean Hart, Howard Brooker 

 

Senior Citizens of Church-
town 

President Marilyn Kern 

 

Club of Catholic Women  

     President Marilyn Zollar  

 

St. John Central School 

(740) 896-2697                                           
Mrs. Becky Hilverding  

Principal  

 
Knights of Columbus                       

Council 4617               

Grand Knight Tanner 
Pottmeyer 

 

St. John School Foundation  

Gary Arnold, President  

 

 Diocesan Catholic Charities 
& Information Referral Line:                                     

1-800-339-7890 

 

Knights of Columbus Council #4617 is happy to announce 
that our 2026 Scholarship Application is now open! Any 
senior who is currently attending a local high school may 
apply for the Knights of Columbus Council #4617 Scholar-
ship. One boy and one girl will be selected from this area. 
The scholarship recipients will receive a $500.00 check. The 
application must be submitted by the end of the day on 
March 14, 2026. Please apply at the link below:                                                             
https://forms.gle/9dEuaKinPDh8oSX27 
Tanner J. Pottmeyer, Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus 
4617  

About the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
The Lord himself showed great concern for the bodily and 
spiritual welfare of the sick and commanded his followers 
to do likewise. This is clear from the gospels, and above all 
from the existence of the sacrament of anointing, which he 
instituted and which is made known in the Letter of James. 
Those who are seriously ill need the special help of God’s 
grace in this time of anxiety, lest they be broken in spirit 
and, under the pressure of temptation perhaps weakened 
in their faith. This is why, through the sacrament of 
anointing, Christ strengthens the faithful who are afflicted 
by illness, providing them with the strongest means of sup-
port. 
In the anointing of the sick, which includes the prayer of 
faith, faith itself is manifested. Above all this faith must be 
made actual both in the minister of the sacrament and, 
even more importantly, in the recipient. The sick person 
will be saved by personal faith and the faith of the Church, 
which looks back to the death and resurrection of Christ, 
the source of the sacrament’s power, and looks ahead to 
the future kingdom that is pledged in the sacraments. 
Pastoral Care of the Sick, General Instruction, nos. 5 and 7. 
 
Who Can Receive the Sacrament? 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick must not be 
trivialized. The first condition for reception is that the per-
son must be a baptized Catholic. In general, the conditions 
for receiving anointing are for illnesses or conditions (body 
or mind) which are or can become life-threatening, those 
who are very advanced in age, or those who are about to 
undergo serious surgery. Common illnesses such as a sim-
ple infection or broken bones are not cause for anointing. 
Prayerfully discern with the following statements if you 
should receive anointing. 

• Those who suffer from serious illness or conditions of 

body or mind 

• Those who suffer from serious weakness because of 

old age 

• Those who already have been anointed but suffer 

from a different illness or condition, or whose illness 
has gotten worse 

• Those who are to undergo surgery for a serious illness 

or condition 

Pray for the priests of the Diocese of Steubenville:                                                                                              
Jan 16, Fr. Walter Heinz, + Fr. Clair Dinger                                               
Jan 17, Msgr Don Horak, + Fr. James Dirker                                                                                   
Jan 18, Bishop Edward Lohse, Fr. Richard Maciejewski                                 
Jan 19, Fr. Dale Tornes, + Fr. Charles Mascolino                                                                          
Jan 20, Fr. Leonard Cencula, + Msgr. William Myers                                                                   
Jan  21 Fr. Martin Holler, + Fr. John Nadzam                                                                       
Jan 22, Fr. Msgr. Thomas Petronek, Fr. Donal O’Carroll                                                       
Jan 23, Fr. Matthew Gossett, + Fr. Dominic Orsini                                                                      
Jan 24, Fr. Tim Huffman, Fr. Joseph Pollack                                                                                  
Jan 25, Fr. Fred Kihm, + Msgr. Paul Richter  
Pray for our seminarians (the future of our Diocese).                           
Deacon Peter Stetson— Sacrament Parish, 825 Main 
Street, Wintersville, Ohio 43953                                                                                             
Deacon Ryan Budd and Caleb Baker —Christ the Light Par-
ish, 701 Gomber Ave., Cambridge, Ohio 43725                                                                                  
Christopher McGurn and Samuel Ivkovich;— St. Vincent 
Seminary. 300 Fraser Purchase Road, Latrobe, Pa 15650                                                                        
John Paul Gan, Maximilian Gan, Johnathan Ruscoe,                            
Rily Morris, Arron Pabin, and William Gugala.— Pontifical 
College Josephinum, 7625 N. High Street, Columbus Ohio 
43235-1499        
Diocese of Steubenville Vocations:                                                                         
Father Nicholas Ginnetti, Director of Vocations (740) 432-
7609 or nginnetti@diosteub.org.   
X: @dsvocations  
 
Turn your Taxes into Tuition—Make a charitable donation 
to Christ the Teacher Diocesan Scholarship Fund and turn 
your tax dollars into tuition. Now is the time to donate, 
before filing your 2025 Ohio tax return and you can receive 
a dollar-for– dollar Ohio income tax credit of up to $750 
for an individual (or $1500 if married—filing jointly). Dona-
tions via credit card now available. Designate your gift to 
help provide financial assistance to any diocesan Catholic 
School, your choice! For more information or to make a 
donation, go to: www.diosteub.org/ctdsf  
  
Catholic Men’s Day of Renewal  2026: Conversion:                                 
A Lenten retreat for the men of the Dioceses of Steuben-
ville will be held on Saturday, March 7th from 8:00am-
3:00pm (doors open at 7:30am) at St. Stephen Catholic 
Church, 1036 Belford Street, Caldwell, Ohio. The 2026 
Diocesan Men’s Day of Renewal will  focus on the lifelong 
call to conversion — our discovery of Jesus Christ, His 
Church, and the ongoing transformation of our hearts as 
we journey toward eternity. This year, men will hear the 
personal conversion testimonies of two Diocesan priests — 
Fr. Bradley Greer and Fr. Tim Shannon — who will offer 
practical guidance for spiritual growth and for living and 
sharing the Faith in our families, parishes,                       
communities, and daily work. Register online at                                              
athenscatholic.org/Steubenville-mens-day. Cost is $25.00 
per registration plus a $3.00 online surcharge; lunch is 
included. 

Devotions, Explained! 

St. Blaise Blessing of the Throat. 

Perhaps it’s an example of divine providence that the feast of St. Blaise falls on Feb. 3 — right in the middle of cold and flu 

season! This fourth-century Armenian saint was a bishop and martyr and is venerated as the patron of those who suffer 

from illnesses of the throat. On his feast day, Catholics traditionally receive a blessing of the throat. This blessing is admin-

istered by a priest, deacon or a lay minister who follows the rites and prayers designated for a lay-person. During the bless-

ing, the minister takes two candles that were blessed on the feast of the Presentation and makes a cross in front of the 

throat, saying “Through the intercession of Saint Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God deliver you from every disease of the 

throat and from every other illness.” A priest or deacon will then make the sign of the cross. ©LP 

https://forms.gle/9dEuaKinPDh8oSX27

