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Fr. Walter E Heingz, retired/in residence

. I’'ve never met anyone who thought today’s story in Gen-
Fr. Dale Tornes, retired

esis of Abraham and Isaac to be a good story. Abhorred,

they ask, “Why would God test someone by asking him to

sacrifice his son?” But what if we change the question and

SECON D SU N DAY ask, “Why would the Hebrew people include that story in

their most holy writings? Why would they tell it over and

OF LE NT over?” Because of the ending—that’s why. Like a movie we

watch over and over even though we know how it ends, we

FEBRUARY 25’ 2024 watch it, in part, because the ending is satisfying.

The ending of the Abraham/Isaac story shows God is not
interested in death and human sacrifice, contrary to the
gods of that time. The God of the Hebrews is a God of
Life—that’s the surprise ending they love, and they keep

o
‘I'

telling it over and over lest they forget. For them, the part
about the testing is simply a means to that unbelievable
ending when God insists upon life, contrary to false gods.

In his poem “Try to Praise the Mutilated World,” Adam
Zagajewski writes of life’s Godly moments in a world we
have mutilated by violence, greed, division, and more. He
muses on tender moments when we fall in love, on laugh-
ter until our sides hurt, on nature’s dazzle, on the sweet

taste of wine—all simple moments of a life-giving God

transfigured in a mutilated world, for our God insists upon
life.




MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Oom 02/24 4:00 P.M. +Beth Brady (Linda Phelps)

SIB 02/24 6:00 P.M. +Martha Huck (Brandon and Ashleigh Hendershot Family)

Sunday SIB 02/25 7:30 A.M.  +Helen Miller (Anniversary) (Mary Brooker and Family)
Oom 02/25 9:30 A.M. +Clarence Zwick (Richard and Melissa Tornes)
SIB 02/25 11:00 A.M. +Leora Arnold (Gary and Edna Arnold)
Monday SIB 02/26 8:00 A.M.  +Annette Bonar (Richard and Brenda Arnold Family)
Tuesday SIB 02/27 8:00 A.M. No Mass Today
Oom 02/27 6:00 P.M. Soup Supper with Ecumenical Service
Wednesday SIB 02/28 8:20 A.M.  +Anna Mae Brooker (Tim and Marilyn Zoller) School Mass
Thursday SJB 02/29 8:00 A.M. No Mass Today
Om 02/29 6:00 P.M. +Wilford Huck (Bary and Rose Bebee) Stations of the Cross to follow
Friday SIB 03/01 6:00 P.M. +Richard C. Arnold (Parish) Stations of the Cross to follow
Saturday Oowm 03/02 4:00 P.M. +Jerry Huck (Ken and Evelyn Arnold)
SJB 03/02 6:00 P.M.  +Mary Canterbury (Bernard and Marilyn Schilling)
Sunday SIB 03/03 7:30 A.M.  +larry Schaad (Evan and Heather Schaad Family)
Oowm 03/03 9:30 AM. +Deanna Lang (Raymond Lang)
SIB 03/03 11:00 A.M. +Allene Huck (Vincent Huck Siblings)
« v 2 . - »
This is my beloved Sov. Listen to- him.
LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND
MASS ALTAR SERVERS LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Saturday 6:00 p.m. Orion and Raegan Flinn Kelly Miller Virginia Dyar
Sunday 7:30a.m. Adalyn and Eli Eichmiller Robin Eichmiller Veronica Bosner
Sunday 11:00a.m. Taryn Kern, Brenlee Lang Brynlee Pottmeyer Amanda Walters
COLLECTION D.P.S.C. BINGO
Total Collection for weekend $3,487 2024 Goal is $43,047 February 11 Group 7 $1,159
Needed to meet parish needs $4,750 2024 Collected  $ 7,285
Under the Diocese’s new calculation
Thank you for your generosity! system, our goal was increased 61%. If you are unable to work, please
Thank you for your generosity! try to find a replacement
ST. JOHN BINGO WORK SCHEDULE C.W.C. BINGO CAKES PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY
Feb 25 Group 1 with Jeff Brooker
Mar3  Group 2 with Jessica Henke February-Group D with Elaine Wells Please pray for all (.)f the men and )
Mar 10  Group 3 with Ryan Lauchard March-Group E with Susan Arnold women Y\{ho are serving our country in
Mar 17  Group 4 with Derrick Pottmeyer el the and dav of each the military. May God watch over
; Meetings held the 2nd Monday of eac|
Mar 24 Grou.p 5 with Kenley Schwendeman month, 6:30 p.m. in the Sr. Center them and keep them safe.
Mar 31 No Bingo-Easter

Exodus 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17 / 1 Corinthians 1:22
—-25/John 2:13-25

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND Please have all bulletin information

to the Rectory no later than
10:00 p.m. on Monday




CWC BREAKFAST

A Dine in or Drive-thru breakfast will be held at the Church-
town K of C Hall this Sunday, February 25 from 8:00 a.m.—
10:00 a.m. An adult meal consisting of eggs, bacon, home fries,
biscuit/sausage gravy and a drink is $10. A kids meal consisting
of pancakes, bacon, eggs and a drink is $5. There will also be a
bake sale sponsored by Churchtown Busy Bunch 4-H Club. Mark
your calendar now to attend. All are welcome!

REST IN PEACE

We extend our heartfelt sympathies to the family and friends of
Richard C. Arnold, who went to be with our Lord on February
15. Please keep Richard and his family and friends in your pray-
ers. May he rest in peace.

EUCHRE

Euchre will be held at 1:00 p.m. at the Sr. Center on February
28. Dates in March are the 13th and March 27th. All are wel-
come.

SENIOR CITIZENS MEETING

Senior Citizens monthly meeting will be held at the Senior
Center on Thursday, March 7th at 11:00 a.m. All are wel-
come.

LENTEN REGULATIONS

All Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence (no meat). The law
of abstinence binds all Catholics 14 years and older. The law
of fasting binds all Catholics from their 18th birthday until
their 59th birthday.

MASS AND STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Mass and Stations of the Cross will be held during Lent at 6:00
p.m. every Friday at St. Johns (morning mass will be cancelled
that day) and every Thursday at 6:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Mer-
cy.

K OF C CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT

The K of C will be sponsoring a Cornhole Tournament at the K
of C Hall on March 10. Team entry is $20. There will be a con-
cession stand and a 50/50 raffle. Registration will be at noon
and play will begin at 1:00 p.m. Pay out is 60% of entry (1st
and 2nd). If you have any questions, please call/text Taylor
Pottmeyer 412-215-6470.

SEARCH WEEKENDS

“SEARCH” for Christian Ministry weekend retreats for you ages
16-21is up coming. SEARCH weekends will be held at St. John
Central Grade School. Boy’s weekend will be held March, 15™-
17™. Girl’s weekend will be held March 22™-24". Deadline for
applications will be by March 10™. You can find applications on
St. John’s Parish website at https://
www.stjohnchurchtown.com/. Please contact Alana Henry for
more information at 440-539-3763.

DAILY BREAD KITCHEN

The St. Johns group for the Daily Bread Kitchen will be cooking
and handing out Takeout Lunches, at the Marietta K of C Hall
on Gilman Ave. in Marietta, on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. At
this time, we are in need of packaged cookies, snack cakes, or
doughnuts, pastries or muffins and fruit cups (to put in the
Takeouts). If you would like to make a donation of any of these
items, you can leave them in the box in the entry of the church
by 8am on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. If you would like to
make a monetary donation there will also be a collection can in
the entry of the church. Thank you for all your past and pre-
sent donations. You are helping to make a difference!

SQUARE DANCE

St. Bernard’s Youth Group will hold a square dance on Satur-
day, March 2 in St. Bernard Social Hall from 7-10pm. The Buck-
eye Travelers will be playing music. There will be concessions, a
raffle, cake walk and dancing. The youth group is raising mon-
ey for seminarian Caleb Baker.

LENTEN FISH FRIES

Lenten Fish Fries will be held at Our Lady of Mercy Church in
Lowell on the following dates: March 8, and March 22. Serving
time is 4:30-7:30 p.m. and the cost is $12 for an adult meal and
$6 for a meal for children under 12. Drive-thru pickup for All
To-Go meals will be $12. No need to call ahead.

26th Annual Performance

PEOPLE of the PASSION

NA
DATE: \\%’ ~  March 3, Sunday

7:30 pm

St. Bernard

7th Street,

Director, Carolyn Plummer

(From Cornerstone Restaurant)

..Every year, you will “recognize yourself”
in one of the people, from Christ’s Passion




New Parishioners
Welcome!

You can register by calling our
Parish Office.

Prayer Network: Call
Mary Brooker 740-896-2002
Elaine Wells 740-896-3112
to place a prayer request on
the prayer line or to join in the
prayers for those in need.

Becoming Catholic (Order of
Christian Initiation of Adults):
For those interested in becom-
ing Catholic, contact the parish

office.

Care for the Sick or Home-
bound: Call the Parish Office or
Marilyn Kern to set up Com-
munion visits or to receive the
Sacrament of Anointing of the
Sick.

Pastoral Musicians
Valerie Strahler,
Crystal Lang

Scrip Coordinator
Betina Lang

PSR Coordinator
Andrea Ralston

Pastoral Council
Chairperson Maria Huffman

Parish Finance Council
Chairperson Russ Lang,
Casey Lang, Rachel Schott,
Jeff Canterbury, Pam Brooker

Cemetery Association
Andy Miller, Kevin Brooker,
Dean Hart, Howard Brooker

Club of Catholic Women
President Marilyn Zollar

St. John Central School
(740) 896-2697
Mrs. Karen Pottmeyer
Principal

Knights of Columbus
Council 4617

Grand Knight Taylor Pottmeyer

St. John School Foundation
Gary Arnold, President

Diocesan Catholic
Charities & Information
Referral Line:
1-800-339-7890

MEN’s RETREAT—The Diocese of Steubenville is
hosting its annual Men's Day of Renewal on Satur-
day, March 9 at St. Stephen Church in Caldwell,
Ohio. Doors open for registration at 8:00am. The
day consists of a Holy Hour, two presentations, a
penance service, lunch, and concludes with Mass
celebrated by Bishop Paul Bradley at 2:30 p.m The
speaker this year is Dr. Alan Schreck, Professor
Emeritus of Theology at Franciscan University, and
the theme is: Living in the Power of The Holy Spir-

it. You can register online at https://
athenscatholic.org/steubenville-mens-day.
WOMEN’s RETREAT—A Lenten Day of

Spirituality for all women of the Diocese will be
held on Saturday, March 16, 2024 at the Basilica of
St Mary in Marietta. The program includes these
topics: e The Eucharistic Revival ® The Eucharistic
Rosary Congress. Please make reservations
through your CWC President or by contacting De-
De Kidder -PO Box 31-Toronto, OH 43964 (740-632
-4018). The FEE is $25 payable in advance. Regis-
tration 8:30-9:45.

Marriage Preparation _ for __ the spring:
Marietta, Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption:
March 9, 2024 - 8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.
Janet Schilling 740-373-8796 or call the Basilica
740-373-3643.

Cemetery Clean

In order to maintain the appearance of our parish
cemetery and ensure the safety of visitors and
employees, the Catholic Parish Cemetery Associa-
tion will be conducting our annual cemetery clean-
up during the month of March. Please note that
all Christmas items will be removed from all
graves during the clean-up. If there are any items
that you wish to keep, please remove them prior
to March 1. Thank you for your cooperation! It is
greatly appreciated.Diocese of Steubenville pre-
sents

Pilgrimage to the National Eucharistic Congress
July 17-21, 2024...5 days

Come make history with us in Indianapolis at the
10th National Eucharistic Congress, where we will
gather at the feet of Jesus for the first time in
nearly a century, boldly anticipating a new Pente-
cost. Your life—and our Church—will never be the
same. The trip includes bus transportation with
Steubenville and Cambridge departure points,
lodging, daily transfers between hotel and event
locations, and breakfast daily. Price is $799.00 per
person double occupancy (triple, quad &amp;
single rates available). For more information and
to register call Wendt Touring at 740-282-5790.

Seconid)

INLENT

SUPPORT OUR SEMINARIANS Please join in praying
for Seminarians of the Steubenville Diocese:
Monday: Peter Stetson

Tuesday: Paul Gan and Christopher McGurn

Wed.: Jonathan Rusco

Thurs: Riley Morris,

Friday: Aaron Pabin,

Saturday: Caleb Baker,

Sunday: Samuel Ivkovich

2024 Diocesan Parish Share Goal is in! Under a new
way of calculating parish goals, the parish of St.
John the Baptist Churchtown will see a major in-
crease. [In the past money refunded to the parish was
not assessed (taxed) by the diocese. Under the new
system a three year average of refund will be consid-
ered as income and will be factored into the determi-
nation of the goal of each parish.] Our goal lastyear
was $25,341.00. This year our goal will be $43,047.

NORMS FOR LENT

Weekdays of Lent: There is no obligation to fast. How-
ever, voluntary acts of self-denial are recommended.
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday: These are the days
of Fast and Abstinence from meat for all.

Catholics regardless of age. There is a limit of one full
meal on these days for all between the ages of 18 and
59.

Days of Abstinence (All Friday’s in Lent): All who have
reached their 14th year are bound to abstain totally
from meat.

Easter Duty Obligation: After we have received our
First Holy Communion, we as Catholic’s are bound by
the obligation of receiving Holy Communion at least
once a year. This precept should be fulfilled during the
Easter Season. Catholics are also bound to confess
serious (mortal) sins at least once a year, but this is
not limited to the Lenten/Easter Season.

Lent is the penitential season of the Church’s year. It
begins on Ash Wednesday and ends with the Mass of
the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday. Lent has six Sun-
days. The sixth is Passion or Palm Sunday and marks
the beginning of Holy Week.

The Easter Triduum (one liturgy over 3 days) begins
with the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy
Thursday. It commemorates the Lord’s passion and
death on Good Friday, and reaches its high point at
the Easter Vigil and ends with Evening Prayer on East-
er Sunday. Then the joyful Easter Season of 50 days
begins.

Good Friday Collection—Pope Francis has asked all
parishes to support the Pontifical Good Friday Collec-
tion, which helps Christians in the Holy Land. Through
this collection you stand in solidarity with the Church
in the Holy Land as a witness of peace. Please be gen-
erous!

Stations of the Cross

At Our Lady of Mercy on Thursday following 6pm
Mass.

At St. John the Baptist on Friday following the 6pm
Mass.
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AN/PARISH SHARE CAMPAIGN

“One Lord, one faith, one baptism.”
- EPHESIANS 4:5
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