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Matrimony: Engaged couples, should contact the Parish Office at
least six months in advance of the intended wedding, for Pre-
marriage interview. Pre-marriage formation (Pre-Cana) is required to
prepare for this serious, lifelong commitment.

Baptism: call the Parish Office to schedule a Baptism 740-896-3566.
The Homebound/Nursing Home/Hospitalized: Please call the parish
office. Due to HIPPA laws we may not be otherwise notified.
Anointing of the Sick: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish
Office.

Prayer line: Offering our prayerful support for your intentions. Mary
Brooker 740-896-2002 or Mrs. Elaine Wells 740-896-3112.
Reconciliation: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s
life are available on Saturday from 5:00-5:45 p.m., Sunday 6:45am to
7:15am and 10:00am to 10:45am. Individual appointment by calling
parish office.

Bulletin Information: Please have all bulletin information to the
Rectory no later than Wednesday at 6 p.m.

5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 3, 2026

Jesus answered,
"l am the way and the
truth and the life. No one

comes to the Father
except through me.”

John 14:6

Good News!
By: ANN M. GARRIDO

When | was a child, my parents taught me to pray with
my hands pressed together, fingers pointed upward to-
ward God. But somewhere along the way, | learned a
different posture for prayer: seated, with my palms facing
upward on my lap. It’s a gesture of openness—an ac-
knowledgment that | come before God in humble need,
ready to receive whatever he wants to give.

In today’s gospel, Philip approaches Jesus in a similar
stance of openness. “Show us the Father,” he says, “and
that will be enough for us” (John 14:8). Jesus responds
that Philip has already seen the Father because Jesus’
words and actions are the Father’s words and actions.
Philip needs no more—he has already received “enough.”

Sometimes, | need this reminder myself. | long for a
new insight into God that perhaps one more book or one
more lecture will give me. Don’t get me wrong: lifelong
learning is a wonderful thing, and there is always more of
God to discover! But it is important to acknowledge that,
like Philip, 1 have already come to know the Father
through Jesus, and everything | need to live the Christian
life is already in place. Rather than more knowledge, it is
a question of putting into action what I’'ve been taught.

Of late, when | pray, | have embraced a new prayer
posture: turning my hands downward, resting my palms
on my knees. It helps me remember that with Jesus as my
shepherd, | “shall not want.” | already have all | need.
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MASS INTENTION SCHEDULE

Saturday OLM 05/02 4:00 p.m. +Howard and +Particia Huck (The Huck Family)
SJB 05/02 6:00 p.m. +Mary Canterbury (Birthday) (Rick Canterbury and Family)
Sunday SIB 05/03 7:30 a.m. +Richard and +Patty Zoller (Janet Schaad and Family)
OLM 05/03 9:30 a.m. +Betty Schott (Bob Schwendeman)
SJB 05/03 11:00 a.m. +Living and Deceased of Norbert Kern Family (Family)
Monday SIB 05/04 8:00 a.m. +Kendrick Schwendeman (Bob and Peggy Byers)
Tuesday SIB 05/05 8:00 a.m. No Mass Today
OLM 05/05 5:00 p.m. +MarthaHuck (Meade and Tana Huck)
Wednesday SJB 05/06 8:30 a.m. +George Brooker (Monica Lang and Family) School Mass
Thursday SJB 05/07 8:00 a.m. No Mass Today
OLM 05/07 5:00 p.m. +Marie Scyphers (Frank and Stacy Leeper)
Friday SJB 05/08 8:00 a.m. +Ellen Heiss (Jim and Anna Schaad)
Saturday OLM 05/09 4:00 p.m. +Gertude Huck (Marilyn Peters)
SJB 05/09 6:00 p.m. Living and Deceased of +Lawrence and +Loretta Hendershot Family
(Mike and Marilyn Schaad)
Sunday SJB 05/10 7:30 a.m. +Veronica Way (Richard and Brenda Arnold Family) Mother’s Day
OLM 05/10 9:30 a.m. Living and Deceased of OLM CWC (OLM CWC)
SJB 05/10 11:00 a.m. +Mary E. Huck (Birthday 5/9) (Regis Huck Family)
LITURGICL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND
MASS ALTER SERVERS LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Saturday 6:00 p.m. Baylee and Morgan Warner Jerry Smith Virginia Dyar
Sunday 7:30 a.m. Chase Arteaga, Grace Francis Zandra Francis Veronica Bosner
Sunday 11:00 a.m. Weston Burt, Jade Lang Reese Lang Lori Hart
COLLECTION DPSC Please pray for all of the
. men and women who are
Total Collection last weekend  $3,031 2026 Collected to date  $33,115 currently serving our
2026 DPSC Goal $36,584 country in the military.

Need to meet parish needs $4,750

Thank you for your generosity!

This includes money sent directly to the Dio-

cese. Thank you for your

contributions!

May God watch over
them and keep them safe.
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May Crowning at St. John’s will be held
at the school mass on May 6.

May 7 Sr. Citizens Meeting

May 14 Fr. Tornes’s 56 Anniversary of Priestly Ordination

May 11 CWC Mother/Daughter Banquet

May 20 Last Day of School at St. John’s

UPCOMING

May 26 Fr. Heinz’s 64th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination
June 24 Feast of the Birth of John the Baptist. Mass at 6pm with reception in
Senior Center

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 / 1 Peter 3:15-18 / John 14:15-21




SENIOR CITIZEN MEETING
The Senior Citizen meeting will be held at the Sr. Center on Thurs-
day, May 7 at 11:00 a.m. All are invited to attend.

DIOCESAN CWC CONVENTION
The CWC Convention will be held in Steubenville on Wednesday,

June 3rd. If any women of the parish are interested in attending
they can contact Marilyn Zoller 740-350-8141.

CWC MOTHER/DAUGHTER BANQUET
The CWC Mother/Daughter Banquet will be held on Monday, May
11. We will begin the evening with Mass at 6:00 p.m. in the

church. Following church, the banquet will be held in the Sr. Cen-
ter. The CWC will provide the meat, potatoes, vegetable, rolls,
and drinks. Table service will be provided. Please bring a salad,
side dish, or dessert to share. Please RSVP to Anna Schaad at
home 740-373-6181 or cell 740-525-0123 by May 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE GRADUATES RECOGNITION

All graduating high school and college seniors will be honored at

the 11:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday, May 24. If you would like to par-
ticipate, please wear your cap and gown and sit together in the
front pews.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Mark your calendars now as Vacation Bible School is happening

June 28th through July 2nd! The theme this year is “Rainforest
Falls, Exploring the nature of God”. There will be fun, faith, and
unforgettable memories for kids of all ages. More information

will be available at a later date.

ST. JOHN SCHOOL GOLF SCRAMBLE
St. John School Athletic Boosters will host a four man golf scram-
ble at Lakeside Golf Course on June 27, 2026. Cost is $280 per
team. Registration is at 7:00 a.m. with a shotgun start at 8:00 a.m.

Cost includes 18 holes with cart, pop, water and hotdogs will be
provided, dinner following play at the course and beverages will
be for sale on the course. There will be a 50/50 raffle and skins
game. Pre-register or become an event sponsor by contacting
Kourtney Thieman 740-525-6503.

THANK YOU
Thank you to Chad Dyar who also helped teach the Confirmation
class. We appreciate you volunteering your time with the class.

Lord, let Your mercy
be on us, as we

place our trust in You!

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE

A new liturgical minister schedule is currently being created for

June through September. If you would like to help Lector, Eu-
charistic Minister, or be an altar server, please contact Pam by
email stjohnchurchtown@yahoo.com. If you wish to be taken
off the schedule please let Pam know as soon as possible. We
thank each one of you who currently give of your time and ser-
vice to the church.

SHOP SWAP AND STROLL
Shop Swap and Stroll is scheduled for the first Wednesday of

each month, during the months of May, June, July, and August.
This event is for farm market vendors, craft vendors, food truck
vendors, flea market and yard sale vendors. There is no cost to
participate as a vendor, although the Village of Lowell requires
a small fee to set up as a food truck vendor. Donations are wel-
come and appreciated. The donations collected go to the up-
keep and maintenance of Lowell Buell Park. The first Shop Swap
and Stroll is scheduled for May 6th at Lowell Buell Island Park,
Lowell, Ohio, from 4:30 PM to 7:30 PM. For more information,
private message the committee on Facebook and a committee
member will get back to you.

BUS TRIP

Bus Trip to Frankenmuth, Michigan — July 21-23, 2026. Tour
stops include: Sorrowful Mother Shrine in Bellevue, Ohio;
Bronner’s Christmas Wonderland and the town of Franken-
muth, Michigan; Bavarian Belle River Cruise on the Cass River;
Blessed Solanus Casey Center in Detroit. Cost is $649 per
person/double occupancy. Departure is from Caldwell,
Ohio. Deadline to register is June 19th. For tour flyer and

more information contact Fr. Tom Nelson at the Noble County
Catholic Churches parish office:

740-732-4129 or tnelson@diosteub.org
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New Parishioners
Welcome!
You can register by calling our
Parish Office.

Prayer Network: Call
Mary Brooker 740-896-2002
Elaine Wells 740-896-3112 to
place a prayer request on the

prayer line or to join in the
prayers for those in need.

Becoming Catholic (Order of
Christian Initiation of Adults)
For those interested in be-
coming Catholic, contact the
parish office.

Care for the Sick or Home-
bound:

Call the Parish Office or Mari-
lyn Kern to set up Commun-
ion visits or to receive the
Sacrament of Anointing of the
Sick.

Pastoral Musicians
Valerie Strahler, Crystal Lang

PSR Coordinator
Amanda Warner

Pastoral Council
Chairperson Maria Huffman

Parish Finance Council
Chairperson Russ Lang, Casey
Lang, Rachel Schott, Jeff
Canterbury, Pam Brooker

Cemetery Association
Andy Miller, Kevin Brooker,
Dean Hart, Howard Brooker

Senior Citizens of Church-
town
President Marilyn Kern

Club of Catholic Women
President Marilyn Zollar

St. John Central School
(740) 896-2697
Mrs. Becky Hilverding
Principal

Knights of Columbus
Council 4617

Grand Knight Tanner
Pottmeyer

St. John School Foundation
Gary Arnold, President

Diocesan Catholic Charities
& Information Referral Line:
1-800-339-7890

ST. JOHN CENTRAL SCHOOL
BY: MRS. BECKY HILVERDING, PRINCIPAL

As we look ahead to the close of another wonderful school year at St. John Central
School, it’s hard not to say, “Wow—where did the time go?” Our final day for stu-
dents will be May 20, with teachers wrapping up on May 22.

These past few months have been filled with meaningful moments and milestones.
We recently completed our accreditation process, a testament to the dedication of
our staff and the strong foundation of our school. Our students have also celebrat-
ed beautiful sacraments, including First Holy Communion and Confirmation—truly
special moments in their faith journeys.

As we prepare to close out the year, we would also like to recognize three very spe-
cial young ladies—Faith Strahler, Brenlee Lang, and Willow McNabb. These students
have shown great commitment and heart, and as they advance to 7th grade next
year, they will be leaving the halls of St. John’s. We are incredibly proud of them
and grateful for the example they have set. They will always remain a part of the St.
John’s family.

We are also excited to share that we will be welcoming a new third grade teacher
for the upcoming school year. Abby Offenberger will be joining the St. John Central
School family, and we look forward to introducing her to our community. More
about Abby will be shared in the near future.

Beyond the classroom, our school continues to be a place of joy, growth, and com-
munity. From student performances and classroom projects to daily prayer and acts
of kindness, our children are learning what it means to live out their faith while
striving for academic excellence. Our small class sizes allow us to truly know each
child and support them as individuals—spiritually, academically, and socially.

We are incredibly grateful for the support of our parish communities, families, and
friends who make all of this possible. St. John Central School is truly a special place,
and we are blessed to share in this mission together.

If you have not visited our school recently, we warmly invite you to stop by and see
firsthand the great things happening here. Our doors are always open.




