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to them, Can the blind
lead'the blind? shall they

Faith - Tradition - Family

Good News!

By: FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

There are days when the darker side of who we
are rises up and slaps us in the face. One evening,
I decided to go to see a film. I bought a ticket,
made my way into the theater, and found a seat
that would give me an unobstructed view of the
screen, one that had patrons on either side of the
open seat in front of me. Fairly sure that no one
would sit in front of me, I felt good about my ma-
neuver. A few minutes before the film began, a
group of four walked down the aisle, looking for a
string of open seats in the crowded theater. One of
them stopped at my row and asked if I would
move down a seat. Immediately, I realized my
predicament. If I moved, I’d be behind someone
tall, with my vision of the screen blocked. I’d
spend the film gazing through someone’s head. I
said no. The woman who had asked was taken
aback, said so, and then moved on. Just as quick-
ly, I found myself shocked by my own selfish-
ness. Where had that come from? Was I really not
who I thought I was? I discovered that there are
hidden pieces of who we are that seldom come to
light, and when they do, we cringe. If we are for-
tunate, the Lenten journey we begin on Ash
Wednesday might reveal to us what it is that lives
in our hearts.




MASS INTENTION SCHEDULE

Saturday OLM  03/01 4:00
SJB 03/01 6:00
Sunday SJB 03/02 7:30
OLM  03/02 9:30
SJB 03/02 11:00

p-m. +Gary Pottmeyer (Chris Pottmeyer)

p-m. +Dave Bowen (Craig and Sheila Lovett)

a.m. +Evelyn Neill (CWC)

a.m. +Joseph, +Bobby, and +Bertha Huck (Lisa Schwendeman)
a.m. +Penny Schwendeman (Norbert and Shelia Schilling)

Monday SJB 03/03  8:00
Tuesday SJB 03/04 8:00
OLM  03/04 5:00

Wednesday SJB 03/05 8:20
SJB 03/05 12:00
OLM 03/05 6:00
SJB 03/05  7:00

Thursday SJB 03/06  8:00
OLM  03/06 5:00

First Friday SJB 03/07  6:00

a.m. +Allene Huck (Children)

a.m. No Mass Today

p.-m. OLM CWC (OLM CWC)

a.m. +Nick Brooker (Birthday) (Howard Brooker)  School Mass

p-m. +Pat Sisco (CWC)

p-m. +Martha Huck (Betty Stralher)

p-m. +Jay Pottmeyer (Kevin and Jill Witucky)

a.m. No Mass Today

p-m. Mike Mullenix (Fagan Family)

p-m. +Bertha Pottmeyer (Charlotte Lang and Family) Adoration 5:00 pm
(Mass and Stations of the Cross to follow Adoaration)

Saturday OLM  03/08 4:00
SJB 03/08 6:00
Sunday SJB 03/09 7:30

OLM  03/09 9:30
SJB 03/09 11:00

p-m. +Donna Arnold (Unknown)

p-m. +Patricia Gaydosik (Birthday) (Bill and Roberta Dent)

a.m. +Patty Huck (Arnold Huck and Family)

a.m. +Jim Huck (1st Annv. 03/10) (The Family)

a.m. +Raymond and +Blanche Tornes (Donna Tornes and Family)

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND

MASS ALTAR SERVERS LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Saturday  6:00 p.m. Abby Henke, Emma Schaad Kelly Miller Jason Henke
Sunday 7:30 a.m. Mason and Grace Francis Zandra Francis Connie Arnold
Sunday  11:00 a.m. Callen Pottmeyer, Emi Lauchard Kristen Pottmeyer Marilyn Zoller
COLLECTION DPSC
Total Collection last weekend $ 3,324 2025 Goal $41,330 Please pray for all of the men and

Needed to meet parish needs $ 4,750

Thank you for your generosity!

Q:q women who are serving our country
2025 Collected to Date  § 7,995 f

in the military. May God watch over

Thank you for your generosity! them and keep them safe.

Please have all bulletin information to the Rectory no later than 10:00 p.m. on Monday

Saint Colette—March 6

Saint Colette was born, her parents were
nearly sixty years old and she became an
orphan at seventeen. I lift up to You all
those who have experienced the death of
one or more of their parents, especially
the little children. I ask Saint Colette to
pray that they may come to know the
embracing love of God the Father and the
comforting love of the Blessed Moth-
er. O God, send into their lives men and
women who are earthly extensions of
Your protection and the Blessed Moth-
er’s nurturing spirit. And bring the heal-
ing love of Jesus to all who mourn. Saint
Colette, pray for us. Amen.

whot's happewing

this week ---
March 1 Parish Directory picture taking in the Sr. Center
March 2 Parish Directory picture taking in the Sr. Center
March 5 Ash Wednesday
March 6 Sr. Citizens Meeting, 11:00 am in the Sr. Center
March 7 First Friday Adoration 5:00 p.m. and Mass to follow
March 7 Boy’s SEARCH weekend
March 8 Brooker/Jackson wedding

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND

Deuteronomy 26:4-10 / Romans 10:8-13 / Luke 4:1-13




SENIOR CITIZENS MEETING
Senior Citizens meeting will be held on Thursday, March 6, 11:00
a.m. in the Sr. Center.

CEMETERY MEETING
There will be a Cemetery Meeting on Tuesday, March 11, 6:00 p.m.
in the Sr. Center. All are invited.

PRAYER LINE LIST
The CWC is currently updating the prayer line list. If you would like
to be included, please contact Marilyn Zoller 740-350-8141. If you
are currently on the list but would like to be removed, please let her
know as well.

MOWING BIDS
At St. John the Baptist and Our Lady of Mercy we are seeking bids
for mowing the church grounds and our cemeteries. Inquiries should
contact the parish office.

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION PROGRAM DIRECTOR
We are looking for the next leader of our PSR (Parish School of Reli-
gion) Program. They would coordinate and supervise our Religious
Education program for children 1st-12th grade. If interested contact
the parish office.

PRE-CANA
A Pre-Cana Session has been scheduled for Saturday, March 8th, at
the Basilica in Marietta. Couples planning to be married any time this
year should register for this class by calling the parish office, 740-373
-3643. Pre-Cana is a requirement for marriage in the Diocese of
Steubenville.

A LENTEN DAY FOR WOMEN
A Lenten Day of Spirituality for women will be held on Saturday,
March 22nd at St. Mary Roman Catholic Church in St. Clairsville.
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. Cost is $25. If you are interested in
attending please call Marilyn Zoller 740-350-8141 by March 14.

MEN’S DAY OF RENEWAL

The Diocese of Steubenville Men’s Day of Renewal will be held
March 22 at St. Stephen Church, Caldwell. Doors open at 9 a.m. for
registration and coffee. The main program will begin with a welcome
at 9:45 a.m., continuing through with the celebration of Mass at 4
p.m. to fulfill the Sunday obligation. The theme of the conference is
“The Eucharist and the Biblical Vision of Men.” The patron of the
conference is St. Joseph.

K OF C FOURTH DEGREE
There will be a Fourth Degree meeting at the Churchtown K of C hall

on Sunday, March 2nd at 2:00p.m. I hope to see you there.SK Rod-
ney Strahler FN, Bishop Hartley Assembly 840.

DAILY BREAD KITCHEN

The St. Johns group for the Daily Bread Kitchen will be cooking and
handing out Takeout Lunches, at the Marietta K of C hall on Gilman
Ave. in Marietta, on Wednesday, March 12, 2025. At this time we
are in need of packaged cookies, snack cakes, or doughnuts, pastries
or muffins and fruit cups (to put in the Takeouts). If you would like
to make a donation please leave them in the 8am on Wednes-
day, March 12, 2025. If you would like to make a monetary donation
there will also be a collection can in the entry of the church. Thank
you!

PARISH DIRECTORY
Thank you to those who have signed up to have their picture taken.
We will be opening up more picture slots on dates to be announced.
If you didn’t get to schedule your picture, please watch the bulletin
for more information on the new dates.

PEOPLE OF THE PASSION
The Annual Performance of People of the Passion will be held on
Sunday, March 16, 7:30 p.m. at St. Bernard’s Church in Beverly.
This is not recommended for infants or toddlers. Mark your calen-
dar now to attend.

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING IN THE WANING YEARS
Are you approaching the end of your fertile years and trying to use
NFP? Are you struggling to apply fertility rules that once seemed
so simple? Could you use some encouragement? Bring whatever
charting method you use (or wish you used!) and come talk about it
with Heather Keimig, an experienced NFP teacher with her own
waning fertility, in-person at Triumph of the Cross parish in
Steubenville in the Marian Room and via Google Meet. Two cumu-
lative classes will be on Tues, March 18 and Tues, April 1, from
6:30 -8:30pm. Google Meet login is available upon request.
Heather can be reached at 301-233-2210.

SQUARE DANCE
St. Bernard Youth Group is having a Square Dance in the church
social hall on Saturday March 22, 2025. There will be music from
the Buckeye Travelers, concessions and raffles. Cost is $5. Time 7-
10:00 pm.

LENTEN FISH FRIES
Our Lady of Mercy Church Lenten Fish Fries will be following
Fridays from 4:30 PM until 7:30 PM: March 14, March 28, April
11. Cost is Adults $13.00 Children 12 & under $6.00. To Go Drive
Through Meals $13.00- We have drive through meals available. No
need to call ahead.

Daylight Savings Time
March 9

MASS AND STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Mass and Stations of the Cross will be held during Lent at 6:00
p.m. every Friday (beginning March 7) at St. Johns (morning
mass will be cancelled that day) and every Thursday at 6:00 p.m.
at Our Lady of Mercy Church.

LENTEN REGULATIONS
All Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence (no meat). The law of
abstinence binds all Catholics 14 years and older. The law of fast-
ing binds all Catholics from their 18" birthday until their 59"
birthday. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fasting
and abstinence.




New Parishioners
Welcome!

You can register by calling our
Parish Office.

Prayer Network: Call
Mary Brooker 740-896-2002
Elaine Wells 740-896-3112
to place a prayer request on the
prayer line or to join in the prayers
for those in need.

Becoming Catholic (Order of Chris-
tian Initiation of Adults)
For those interested in becoming
Catholic, contact the parish office.

Care for the Sick or Homebound:
Call the Parish Office or Marilyn
Kern to set up Communion visits or
to receive the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick.

Pastoral Musicians
Valerie Strahler, Crystal Lang

Scrip Coordinator
Betina Lang

PSR Coordinator
Andrea Ralston

Pastoral Council
Chairperson Maria Huffman

Parish Finance Council
Chairperson Russ Lang,
Casey Lang, Rachel Schott,
Jeff Canterbury, Pam Brooker

Cemetery Association
Andy Miller, Kevin Brooker,
Dean Hart, Howard Brooker

Club of Catholic Women
President Marilyn Zollar

St. John Central School
(740) 896-2697
Mrs. Becky Hilverding
Principal

Knights of Columbus
Council 4617

Grand Knight Taylor Pottmeyer

St. John School Foundation
Gary Arnold, President

Diocesan Catholic
Charities & Information
Referral Line:
1-800-339-7890

Ancient Order of Hibernians
James Farly, President

Our Seminarians

Pray for Seminarians studying at: Sacred Heart
Major Seminary 2701 Chicago Blvd., Detroit,
MI 48206; Peter Stetson, St. Vincent Seminary
300 Fraser Purchase Rd., Latrobe Pa,15650;
Christopher McGurn and Samuel Ivkovich. Pon-
tifical College Josephinum 7625 North High
Street, Columbus, Ohio, 43235-1499; Maximili-
an Kolbe Gan, Jonathan Ruscoe, Riley Morris,
Aaron Pabin, Caleb Baker. On a pastoral year at
Christ the Light Parish 9704 Gomber Ave. Cam-
bridge, Ohio 43728, Ryan Budd and John Paul
Gan.

Pray for our priests: 3/1-Fr. Dan Heusel; 3/2-
Bishop Edward Lohse; 3/3-Fr. Fred Kihm; 3/4—
Fr. Josh Erickson; 3/5-Fr. Wayne Morris;
3/6— Fr. Pat Gaughan;3/7-Fr. John Mucha; 3/8-
Msgr. John Kolesar. Our priests speak to the
faithful with their hearts and faith. Fill them,
with burning zeal for the conversion of sinners.
Old Palm - Any one having palm from year
past, you can drop them off at the church and we
will use them for lent ashes.

St. John the Baptist -We are looking for the
next leader of our PSR (Parish School of Reli-
gion) Program. They would coordinate and su-
pervise our Religious Education program for
children 1st-12th grade. If interested contact the
parish office.

At St. John the Baptist and Our Lady of Mercy
we are seeking bids for mowing the church
grounds and our cemeteries. Bids are requested
by March 10", Inquiries should contact the par-
ish office.

Devotions, Explained!

“I claim you for Christ by the sign of his cross.”
These words from the Rite of Baptism, spoken as
the priest traces a cross on the infant’s forehead,
perfectly communicate the significance of that
simple, familiar action. In signing the cross, we
claim ourselves again and again for Christ, unite
ourselves with His sacrifice on Calvary, and con-
fess his victory over death. Christians have been
making the sign of the cross since ancient times,
as evidenced by writings from Tertullian, Hip-
polytus and St. Cyprian. The ritual action is not
only an important component of formal liturgies
and sacramental rites, but also a daily devotional
practice whereby the faithful invoke the blessing
and protection of God. In the Latin rite, it is
made either with a movement of the full hand
from one’s forehead, breast and shoulders (going
left to right) or with the thumb tracing the cross
on the forehead, lips and breast.

Catholic Trivia

Red sky at night, sailors’ delight. Red sky in the
morning, sailors’ warning. Many of us have
probably heard this phrase at some point in our
lives, but do you realize how old the phrase is?
In Matthew 16:2-3, Jesus uses a similar phrase.
When the Pharisees asked Jesus for a sign from
heaven, He responded, “When it is evening, you
say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’
And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for
the sky is red and threatening.

St. John Central School: Enrollment infor-
mation and the link to register for the 2025-2026
school year is available.

Where you aware the in the Diocese of
Steubenville, there is one priest to every 834
Catholic.

Pre-Cana in Marietta

A Pre-Cana Session has been scheduled for Sat-
urday, March 8™, at the Basilica. Couples plan-
ning to be married any time this year should
register for this class by calling the parish of-
fice,740-373-3643. This workshop will cover
many marriage-related topics including: Com-
munication, Marriage as a Sacrament, Finances,
Sexuality and Natural Family Planning. Pre-
Cana is a requirement for marriage in the Dio-
cese of Steubenville.

Chrism Mass Essay Contest—young men age
10 thru College are asked to submit a one-page-
long essay answering the question: “Why is
serving at Mass important for you personally
and for the whole Church? All entries are due
by March 31st with a letter of recommendation
from your pastor, submitted to Chrism Mass
Essay Contest, 701 Gomber Ave., Cambridge,
Ohio 43725. Contest Prizes will include: Serve
the Chrism Mass for Bishop Lohse with the
Diocesan Seminarians and Dinner with the
priests and seminarians. You will experience the
blessing of the Sacred Oils and the Renewal of
Priestly Promises at the Basilica in Marietta.

DPSC: You may have received a letter from
Bishop Lohse asking you to consider your con-
tribution to this year’s Diocesan/Parish Share
Campaign (DPSC). Your gifts to the DPSC
bring to life all our diocesan ministries and ser-
vices that go beyond what any parish can pro-
vide on its own, including seminarian for-
mation; care for retired priests; administrative
support for Catholic schools; Catholic news and
evangelization (especially through the Steuben-
ville Register); promotion of the sanctity of life;
training for catechists; youth ministry activities;
assistance for those most in need through Cath-
olic Charities; and much more. The DPSC also
provides essential support to our parishes, as
100% of all funds raised above the parish goal
are returned to the parish. These funds help par-
ishes live out the mission of the Church by
providing for a wide variety of needs, such as
construction or renovation projects, youth min-
istry programs, evangelizationi nitiatives, and
outreach programs for the poor. As we continue
to discern the future direction of our diocese, it
is imperative that we continue to fund the essen-
tial ministries and services so that the work of
the Church can continue. Please be assured that
all funds received through the DPSC are donor
restricted and will remain in the Diocese of
Steubenville. Pledge Sunday will take place on
March 2nd. Please prayerfully consider how
you can participate in this year’s campaign. Ap-
plications for the

John and Blanche Mussio Scholarship are
now available. Awards under this program are
for the first year of college at any Catholic col-
lege or university currently listed in the
“Newman Guide” by the Cardinal Newman
Society. The eligible colleges and universities
can be viewed on the society’s website: https://
cardinalnewmansociety.org/college.

2025 Diocesan Parish Share Campaign goal
for St. John the Baptist Church —Churchtown is
$41,330.60.

Our Lady of Mercy—Lowell is $21,945.35




