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One day | happened to be sitting and chatting with
some teenagers. When the discussion turned to par-
ents, expectations, and how they respond, | asked

o
‘I'

215"’ SUNDAY them, “What’s really important to you? What do you
value and try not to compromise on?” “Why do you
IN ORDINARY TIME want to know?” one asked. “Just wondering,” | said.

Silence. Then one said that being honest was really

important to her, that she always tried to tell the

truth. Another said “family.” Another, respecting his

AUGUST 25, 2024 body, said, “No drugs, no alcohol.” More silence, and

then one spoke of her faith and how it really mattered

and made a difference in her life. Their conversation

then moved on to other things, friends, movies, and
what to do later that day.

In reality, | had another reason for asking my ques-

tion, one beyond a simple inquiry. There is something

“No one can come to me unless the Father good about saying aloud what is truly important to us,

h d h dwill i what we won’t compromise on. Saying it out loud
who sent me draws them, and | will raise makes it more real, something we can stand for. Some

them up at the last day. of those teens didn’t say anything, maybe because
they had never thought about what their values were.
Perhaps hearing others speak up inspired them to
think about it, maybe for the first time in their lives.
Saying aloud where we stand in life makes a differ-
ence.

Jesus reminds us that it is the spirit that gives life,
that the flesh is of no avail. Some of those teens have
already begun to realize this truth.

o
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John 6:44




MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday oM 08/24 4:00 P.M. +Linda Huck (5th Anniversary) (Lara Arnold)
SIB 08/24 6:00 P.M. +Harry Way (Richard and Brenda Arnold and Family)
Sunday SJB 08/25 7:30 A.M.  +Leora Arnold (Bernard and Marilyn Schilling)

om 08/25 9:30 AM. +Tess Huck (1st Anniversary) (Rod and Diane Rauch)
SJB 08/25 11:00 A.M. +Herb Mason (Birthday) (Norma Thieman and Family)

Monday SIB 08/26 8:00 A.M.  +Richard C. Arnold (Carolyn Arnold)
+Herb Mason (Tim and Marilyn Zoller)
Tuesday SIB 08/27 8:00 A.M.  +lLarry Schaad (Charlotte Lang and Family)
OLM  08/27 5:00 P.M. +Bernard "Buzzard "Brooker (4th Anniversary 08/26) (Julia Brooker)
Wednesday SIB 08/28 8:20 A.M. Fr. Dale Tornes (Randy and Jean Tornes) School Mass
+Bertha Pottmeyer (Parish)
Thursday SJB 08/29 8:00 A.M.  +William and +Elizabeth Schilling (Bernard and Marilyn Schilling)

Fr. Walter Heinz (Birthday)
OLM 08/29 5:00 P.M. No Mass
Friday SJB 08/30 8:00 A.M.  +Eloise Mulback-Bakker (Norma Thieman and Family)
+Evelyn Neill (Craig and Sheila Lovett)

Saturday Oom 08/31 4:00 P.M. +Howard and Patricia Huck (Paul and Thersa Warren)
SJB 08/31 6:00 P.M. +Tim Strahler (Family)
Sunday SJB 09/01 7:30 A.M.  +Ben and +Edith Brooker (Wedding Anniversary) (Family)

Oom 09/01 9:30 AM. +Jim Huck (Jim Huck Family)
SJB 09/01 11:00 A.M. +Frank and +Ruth Lang (Donna Tornes and Family)

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND

MASS ALTAR SERVERS LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Saturday 6:00 p.m. Coletyn Dyar, Weston Hennes Virginia Dyar Theresa Sauer
Sunday 7:30a.m. Connor McCartney, Owen Henry Hugh Arnold Veronica Bosner
Sunday 11:00 a.m. Hudson and Sydney Lang Brynlee Pottmeyer Marilyn Zoller

COLLECTION D.P.S.C. BINGO
Total Collection last weekend  $2,294 2024 Collected to date ~ $62,095 August1l Groupl $1,608
Needed to meet parish needs $4,750 2024 Goal $43,047

This includes all monies
sent directly to the Diocese.

Thank you for your generosity! If you are unable to work, please

Thank you for your generosity! try to find a replacement
ST. JOHN BINGO WORK SCHEDULE C.W.C. BINGO CAKES PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY
Aug 25  Group 3 with Ryan Lauchard September-October
Sep 1 Group 4 with Derrick Pottmeyer Group C-Veronica Bosner Please pray for all of the men and
Sep 8 Group 5 with Robin Eichmiller women who are serving our country in
zep ;i group $W|:: :Beff (ijantevzlbhuryl The next CWC meeting will be held on Monday, the military. May God watch over
P roup /with srandon Wheeler September 9, 6:30 p.m. in the Sr. Center. All them and keep them safe.

Sep 29 Group 8 with Russ Lang ladies of the parish are invited .

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND Please have all bulletin information

to the Rectory no later than
10:00 p.m. on Monday

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 / James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27 /
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23




PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION

Registration has begun for our Parish School of Religion. To
register, please visit https://forms.gle/9fMcMWVkpykTzX9y9
to complete the form. For questions, please contact Andrea
Ralston, Director, 740-350-4669.

CEMETERY CARETAKER

St. John’s is in need of an immediate caretaker for the ceme-
tery. This would include lawn maintenance and opening and
closing of graves. Anyone who is interested is encouraged to
attend the next cemetery meeting which will be held at the Sr.
Center on August 20 at 6:00 p.m.

ST. JOHN SCHOOL LUNCH PROVIDER

St. John School in Churchtown is in need of a person/s to pro-
vide lunch during the school year. If you are interested, please
call the school at 740-896-2697.

EUCHRE

Euchre will be held at 1:00 p.m. at the Sr. Center on August
28th. September dates will be the 11th and 25th. Euchre is
held on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month. All are
welcome.

SENIOR CITIZENS MEETING

The next monthly Senior Citizens meeting will be held on Sep-
tember 5, 2024 at the Senior Center. Please bring a snack to
share.

CWC MEETING

CWC will begin their monthly meetings on Monday, September
9, at the Sr. Center. All ladies of the parish are invited and en-
couraged to attend.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

The current liturgical ministers schedule is through September.
A new schedule is currently in the making. If you would like to
serve our parish or if you want taken off the current list, please
call the Rectory or email at stjohnchurchtown@yahoo.com no
later than August 31.

SAVE THE DATE

St. John Central School will hold their 6th annual fundraising
event ”“Casino Night: Casino Royale” on Saturday, November
16. The evening will feature casino games, a country store and
much more. More information will be provided in future bulle-
tins.

REST IN PEACE

Please keep in your prayers, Bertha Pottmeyer, who passed
away on August 18. We extend our deepest sympathy to her
family and friends and will remember Bertha in our prayers.
May she rest in God’s eternal peace.

00 HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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HAPPY BIRTHPAY

Fr. Walter Heinz
August 29th

ST. JOHN SCHOOL MUM SALE

St. John students are currently taking orders for mums. The
cost is 8” mums are $6.50 or 5/$30 and 12” mums are $25/
each. If you would like to order before September 6, please
contact any student or the school (740-896-2697).

PARISH MEMBERSHIP

Active members of our parish are identified by their generosity
of time, talent, and treasure. To be considered an “active”
member of the parish (and thus eligibility for Sacraments and
sponsor eligibility). Mass attendance can be tracked accurately
via collections envelopes. If you did not receive envelopes,
please contact the parish office. Parishioners over 18 are en-
couraged to register as their own household to help us keep
records accurate and up-to-date.

BUS TOUR

The CWC of The Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption is spon-
soring a Bus Tour to the Museum of Catholic Arts & History in
Columbus, Ohio. The tour departs from the Basilica the morn-
ing of September 19. Cost is $45, which includes bus transpor-
tation and admission to the museum. There will be a lunch
stop but this is not included in the price. Contact Debbie La-
zorik at lazorikd@marietta.edu or call/text to 740-434-6769.
Registration deadline is September 9.

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT

Aim Women’s Center invites you to the upcoming Rachel’s
Vineyard Retreat. The retreat will take place September 20-22
in Toronto, Ohio. Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats are a safe place
to renew, rebuild and redeem hearts broken by abortion. Dur-
ing the weekend, participants will experience a supportive,
confidential and non-judgmental environment where women
and men can express, release and reconcile painful post-
abortive emotions to begin the process of restoration, renewal
and healing. Please text or call 740-715-7200 for more details
and to reserve your spot.

MARY’S HOUSE GOLF OUTING

The 3" annual Mary’s House Golf Outing will be held on Satur-
day, September 7" at Lakeside in Beverly. Men and women are
encouraged to participate in this four person scramble. Cost is
$75 single/ $300 per team with $1,000 payout (based on 20
teams). Contact Brandyn Offenberger @ (740) 336-5715 to
register. If you or your business would like to participate in this
charity event by sponsoring a hole, please contact Melanie
Fouss @ (740)525-8733 or JoAnn Welch @ (740)350-2692.

EUCHARISTIC ROSARY CONGRESS

The 8th Annual Diocese of Steubenville Eucharistic Rosary Con-
gress will be held October 5-11, 2024, at St. Mary of the As-
sumption in Marietta. We will be praying in Reparation, for
Life, for Peace, for our Country, our Church, our Diocese, and
our Families. This will be 7 days and nights of Eucharistic Ado-
ration and hourly Rosary. Sign up for an hour, or just show up!

UPCOMING BIRTHDAY

Fr. David Gaydosik
September 7th




Pastor’s
\Message

New Parishioners
Welcome!

You can register by calling our
Parish Office.

Prayer Network: Call
Mary Brooker 740-896-2002
Elaine Wells 740-896-3112
to place a prayer request on the
prayer line or to join in the prayers
for those in need.

Becoming Catholic (Order of Chris-
tian Initiation of Adults)
For those interested in becoming
Catholic, contact the parish office.

Care for the Sick or Homebound:
Call the Parish Office or Marilyn
Kern to set up Communion visits or
to receive the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick.

Pastoral Musicians
Valerie Strahler, Crystal Lang

Scrip Coordinator
Betina Lang

PSR Coordinator
Andrea Ralston

Pastoral Council
Chairperson Maria Huffman

Parish Finance Council
Chairperson Russ Lang,
Casey Lang, Rachel Schott,
Jeff Canterbury, Pam Brooker

Cemetery Association
Andy Miller, Kevin Brooker,
Dean Hart, Howard Brooker

Club of Catholic Women
President Marilyn Zollar

St. John Central School
(740) 896-2697
Mrs. Becky Hilverding
Principal
Knights of Columbus

Council 4617
Grand Knight Taylor Pottmeyer

St. John School Foundation
Gary Arnold, President

Diocesan Catholic
Charities & Information
Referral Line:
1-800-339-7890

Ancient Order of Hibernians
James Farly, President

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS:
The process in which adults enter the Roman
Catholic Church is known as OCIA, “The Order of
Christian Initiation of Adults.” Who is eligible for
this process?

The Unbaptized. The primary focus of the Order
of Christian Initiation of Adults is on those who
are not already Christian and have had little or
no religious education. Baptized but un-
catechized are those who have been baptized in
the Roman Catholic Church but need further
catechetical instruction to celebrate the Sacra-
ments of Reconciliation, Confirmation, and the
Holy Eucharist. Those Seeking Full Communion
with the Catholic Church are baptized, practicing
Christians from another Christian Tradition who
seek entry, or full communion with the Roman
Catholic Church. If you know someone who
might be interested, please call the parish office
at 740-896-3566.

Know Someone Who is Homebound Ask them
if they would like to receive communion or be
visited by the priest. If so call the parish office
740-896-3566.

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION 2024 —2025. One
of the most important aspects a parish must
have to survive is a strong religious education
program. Classes will begin October 6™. For
information contact Andrea Ralston at 740-350-
4669.

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT: Friday, Septem-
ber 20, through Sunday, September 22, in To-
ronto, OH. Rachel's Vineyard Retreats are a safe
place to renew, rebuild and redeem hearts bro-
ken by abortion. Please text or call us at 770-715
-7200 for more details and to reserve your spot.
OUR SEMINARIANS: Please join in praying for
Seminarians of the Steubenville Diocese: Study-
ing at Sacred Heart Major Seminary Detroit,
Peter Stetson, Studying at St. Vincent Seminary
in Latrobe Pa, Christopher McGurn and Samuel
Ivkovich, Studying at the Pontifical College Jose-
phinum in Columbus, Ohio: Jonathan Rusco,
Riley Morris, Aaron Pabin, Caleb Baker, John
Paul Gan, and Ryan Budd.

Cardinal Raymond Burke said on July 31,2024
"...resolved to respond more fearlessly and cou-
rageously to His grace which cleanses our hearts
of sin and inflames them with His Divine Love,
let us now lift up our hearts, one with the Im-
maculate Heart of the Virgin of Guadalupe, to
the glorious-pierced Heart of Jesus, opened to
receive us in the Eucharistic Sacrifice. May we
hear today and every day of our lives the words
of Our Lord to Zacchaeus, the response of Our
Lord to all who turn to him with a humble and
contrite heart: "Today salvation has come to
this house, since he also is a son of Abraham.
For the Son of man came to seek and save the
lost.” (Lk 19, 9-10)

To register for Parish School of
Religion classes, please hold the
camera on your phone up to the
QR code and follow the link for
the registration form.

Prayer - With the beginning of the school soon upon
us, our prayers are directed for the students, teach-
ers and staff of St John Central School.

St. John Central is busy preparing for the start of the
new school year! We are available to any parents
who may be considering St. John Central for then
2024-2025 school year and can help with the
Edchoice Scholarship. This is a wonderful opportunity
for those who choose a Catholic education for their
children.

SAVE THE DATE—St. John Central School in Church-
town is having their 6th Annual Fundraiser Event —
“Casino Night”: “Casino Royale” on Saturday, Novem-
ber 16th, 2024. The evening will feature Casino
Games, a Country Store and much more. More infor-
mation will be provided in future bulletins.

LEAC: It is time for St. John Central School to ask for
new members for our Local Education Advisory Coun-
cil (LEAC). We need a member from Our Lady of Mer-
cy parish and one from St. John. Next year we will ask
for two new members from St. Bernard and St. Am-
brose parishes. You don’t have to be a parent to be a
member of LEAC. Please call the school office at 740-
896-2697 if you are interested

Support St. John the Baptist Parish or St. John Cen-
tral School with a Qualified Charitable Distribution
from your IRA. As Christian stewards, we share the
responsibility of making our Church a true communi-
ty of faith and a vibrant source of service to the larger
community. That includes providing financial support
for today's needs -- and building a firm financial foun-
dation for tomorrow. Your IRA can be a tool to help
you do this. If you are 70 % years old or older, you
can make a Qualified Charitable Distribution today
for up to $100,000 from your IRA directly to your
parish or school. It will not count as taxable income,
and it can satisfy your “required minimum distribu-
tion”. Looking to the future, consider naming our
parish or school as a beneficiary IRA. Speak with your
financial advisor.

Pro Life - Our Blessed Mother shows us how the way
we live today can prepare us, in hope, to also enter
into heavenly glory at the end of our lives. Are we
open to God’s precious gift of new life? How do we
support pregnant mothers and parents? Do we priori-
tize showing our love to those who are ill or aging?
Do we care for them in a way that respects God’s gift
of life? Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sin-
ners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
(Catechism of the Catholic Church)

Humor—A man went to church where the pastor was
notorious for preaching extremely long sermons. He
left church 45 minutes into the sermon, than came
back for the last 30 minutes. The pastor asked where
he went during the service and he said, :to get a hair-
cut.” The pastor asked, “why didn’t you get a haircut
before the service?” The man replied, “I didn’t need
one then.”

Exercise daily — walk with the Lord.




