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    John, miracle son of Zechariah and Elizabeth, cousin of 
Jesus and known as “the Baptist,” offers a “baptism of re-
pentance.” Then Jesus shows up. The eternal Son of God a 
penitent? John is shocked and resists, saying it is Jesus who 
should baptize him. But Jesus insists, “to fulfill all righteous-
ness” (Matthew 3:15).  

At the very beginning of his ministry, Jesus is humbling 
himself, much as he did toward the end, when he washed 
the feet of his disciples. Then it was Peter who would resist 
what seemed inappropriate by the standards of this world. 
Jesus is giving us an example, the way of the servant leader, 
as described in today’s beautiful passage from Isaiah. Jesus is 
the servant leader, the Father’s Son, over whom the Holy 
Spirit danced like a dove, and the Father, with his booming 
voice from the heavens, said of him, “This is my beloved 
Son!” (Matthew 3:17).  

Jesus allowing himself to be baptized may seem like a con-
tradiction, but given all that follows, we know he is offering 
his followers a consistent model of what he expects from 
those who choose to be his disciples. As St. Paul would later 
write to the Church in Philippi, “Have among yourselves the 
same attitude that is also yours in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
something to be grasped” (Philippians 2:5–6).  

Matrimony: Engaged couples, should contact the Parish 
Office at least six months in advance of the intended wedding, 
for Pre-marriage interview. Pre-marriage formation (Pre-
Cana) is required to prepare for this serious, lifelong commit-
ment.  

Baptism: call the Parish Office to schedule a Baptism 740-896-
3566. 

The Homebound/Nursing Home/Hospitalized: Please call the 
parish office. Due to HIPPA laws we may not be otherwise 
notified. 

Anointing of the Sick: Celebrated  upon request. Call the Par-
ish Office.    

Prayer line: Offering our prayerful support for your inten-
tions. Mary Brooker 740-896-2002 or Mrs. Elaine Wells 740-
896-3112. 

Good News! 
By: FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS  

 

THE BAPTISM  

OF THE LORD 

January 10-11, 2026 



MASS INTENTION SCHEDULE  
     

 Saturday OLM 01/10 4:00 p.m. +Jim Huck (Charlie Huck)     

                 SJB 01/10 6:00 p.m. +Helen Miller (Patricia Henke and Family) 

 Sunday  SJB 01/11 7:30 a.m. +Anna Mae Brooker (Charlie Tornes)   

  OLM 01/11 9:30 a.m. +Jerri Lang (Bernard and Marilyn Schilling)     

  SJB 01/11 11:00 a.m.  Living and Deceased of +Lawrence and +Margaret Schaad Family 

       (Mike and Marilyn Schaad) 

    

 Monday SJB 01/12 8:00 a.m. +Alecia Fouss (CWC) 

 Tuesday SJB 01/13 8:00 a.m.    No Mass Today 

  OLM 01/13 5:00 p.m. +Allen Giedra (Unknown)    

 Wednesday   SJB 01/14 8:30 a.m. +Rita Schwendeman (Anniv.) (Family)  School Mass 

 Thursday SJB 01/15 8:00 a.m.    No Mass Today   

  OLM 01/15 5:00 p.m. +Bernard "Buzzard" Brooker (Julia Brooker)    

Friday  SJB 01/16 8:00 a.m. +Maglena Arnold (Anniv. 1/10) (Family) 

 

 Saturday OLM 01/17 4:00 p.m. +Gary Pottmeyer (Ed Schilling)  

                 SJB 01/17 6:00 p.m. +Robert Heiss (Chris Pottmeyer) 

 Sunday  SJB 01/18 7:30 a.m. +Kendrick Schwendeman (Leroy and Sophia Rauch)   

  OLM 01/18 9:30 a.m. +Allene Huck (Ben and Lisa Berendts)      

  SJB 01/18 11:00 a.m. +Frank Schilling (Birthday) (Children)    
  

 

Please have all bulletin information to  the Rectory by Monday at 6 p.m. 

Please pray for all of the 

men and women who are 

currently serving our 

country in the military.   

May God watch over 

them and keep them safe. This includes money sent directly to the Dio-
cese.  Thank you for your contributions! 

January 12  CWC Meeting @ 6:30 p.m. Sr. Center 

January 18  K of C Free Throw Competition 

January 19   No School at St. John’s Central School 

January 31-Feb. 1 Blessing of Throats 

Thank you for your generosity! 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 

Isaiah 49:3, 5–6 / 1 Corinthians 1:1–3 / John 

COLLECTION 

Total Christmas Collection $4,316 
Total Collection 12/28/2025 $4,195 
Total 1/01/2026 Collection $   429 
Total 1/3-4/2026 Collection $3.966 
Need to meet parish needs $4,750 

 

DPSC 

2026 Collected to date $2,840 

2026 DPSC Goal  TBD 

LITURGICL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND  

    

    

    

Saturday 6:00 p.m. 

   Sunday  7:30 a.m. 

Sunday 11:00 a.m. 

                  MASS        ALTER SERVERS                                    LECTOR       EUCHARISTIC MINISTER 

   Baylee and Morgan Warner                      Virginia Dyar                             Theresa Sauer  

       Lola, Will, Eli Eichmiller                      Robin Eichmiller                         Veronica Bosner 

      Sydney and Jade Lang                           Angie Henniger                          Marilyn Zoller 



CWC MEETING 

The next CWC Meeting will be held at the Sr. Center on Monday, 
January 12, 6:30 p.m.  We will begin with the Rosary and the 
meeting will follow.  All ladies of the parish are invited to attend. 

 

2025 CHURCH COLLECTION STATEMENTS 

Church envelope collection statements for 2025 may be obtained 
by calling the Rectory 896-3566 or emailing stjohnchurch-
town@yahoo.com (without the hyphen).  If you requested a copy 
last year, you do not need to call as one will automatically be 
mailed to you.  Please note that any DPSC donations will be on a 
separate statement from the Diocese. 

 

DAILY BREAD KITCHEN 

The St. John’s group for the Daily Bread Kitchen will be cooking 
and handing out Takeout Lunches, at the Marietta KofC hall on 
Gilman Ave. in Marietta, on Wednesday, January 28, 2026 (please 
note date change).  At this time, we are in need of packaged 
cookies, snack cakes, or doughnuts, pastries or muffins and fruit 
cups (to put in the Takeouts).  If you would like to make a dona-
tion of any of these items, you can leave them in the box in the 
entry of the church by 8am on Wednesday, January 28, 2026.  If 
you would like to make a monetary donation there will also be a 
collection can in the entry of the church.  Thank you for all your 
past and present donations.  You are helping to make a differ-
ence!  Matthew 25:40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, what-
ever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’ 

 

K OF C 4617 FREE THROW COMPETITION 

The K of C 4617 Free Throw Competition will be 
held on Sunday, January 18, at the K of C Hall gym 
in Churchtown. Open to ALL girls and boys ages 9-
14 years old as of January 1, 2026. Sign up will be 
at 12:00 p.m. and competition begins at 1:00 p.m.  
A parent or guardian will need to be present to 
sign up. You do not have to be a member’s child to sign up.  Entry 
is FREE.  Contact Tanner Pottmeyer at 740-516-4749 with any 
questions. 

 

MARCH OF LIFE 

The March for Life continues to be the largest prolife rally in the 
world. It’s an opportunity to give public testimony to the value of 
every human life, and to be inspired by the dedication of the tens 
of thousands of people who participate. The March For Life will 
take place in Washington, DC, on Friday, January 23, 2026. To 
learn more visit www.march for life.org.  

 

FORGIVENESS AND HOPE 

Did fear and shame lead you or someone you know to have an 
abortion? Or you felt as if you had no other choice? Are you seek-
ing comfort from welcoming, non-judgmental people to help you 
through your sadness and guilt? We invite you to make a confi-
dential call to Project Rachel Ministry where you can connect with 
others who understand and can help. You’re not alone anymore. 
Peace starts here at Project Rachel Ministry. Call 740-275-7038 or 
visit www.diosteub.org/project-rachel. 

 

 

CHURCH CANCELLATION POLICY 

The following mass cancellation policy for St. John’s and Our Lady 
of Mercy Church is as follows: 

On Weekends:  If the county is under a level 3 road emergency as 
issued by the Sheriff’s office…Mass is cancelled. 

If it is a level 2 there will be Mass (if a priest can make it to the 
church) and parishioners are urged to use common sense. 

Through the Week:  When St. John Central School is closed due 
to weather, Mass is cancelled that day.  Our parish office is closed 
as well. 

On a day when a funeral is scheduled, the daily Mass is cancelled.   

Masses that are scheduled for those days will be re-scheduled.  
Above all else, use common sense, your safety is important to us. 

 

SICK & SHUT–INS OF THE PARISH 

Please call Father Gaydosik at 740-391-1093 or the Parish Office 
at 740-896-3566, when someone is homebound, sick, or hospital-
ized. 

 

COMMUNION FOR HOMEBOUND 

If you or someone you know cannot attend mass due to being 
confined to home and would like to receive communion, please 
contact the Rectory 740-896-3566. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

LIFE LINE SCREENING 
Have You Taken Control of Your Health Today? 
Life Line Screening will be in the Sr. Center at St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church on Tuesday, February 10, 2026 offering safe, 
painless, non-invasive preventive health screenings that are typi-
cally not a part of a routine physical.  To be more proactive about 
your health for yourself, your family and your community, please 
register for these health screenings today.  There is no time like 
the present to take action! Three ways to register: 

Call toll-free: 1-800-324-9458 promo code HABC001 

       Online: LLSA.SOCIAL/HABC 

       Text: the word circle to 216-279-1607     

Schedule Your Stroke & 
Cardiovascular Disease Risk Screening

Where: The Cross When: Monday, February 2, 2026

Over 11 million people screened since 1993



 

New Parishioners 
 Welcome!  

You can register by calling our 
Parish Office. 

 

Prayer Network: Call                                     
Mary Brooker  740-896-2002   
Elaine Wells 740-896-3112                       

to place a prayer request on the 
prayer line or to join in the pray-

ers for those in need. 

 

 

Becoming Catholic (Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults)  

For those interested in becoming 
Catholic, contact the parish office.  

 

 

Care for the Sick or Homebound: 
Call the Parish Office or Marilyn 
Kern to set up Communion visits 
or to receive the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick.  

 

Pastoral Musicians                     
Valerie Strahler, Crystal Lang                            

 

PSR Coordinator 

Amanda Warner   
 

Pastoral Council                          
Chairperson Maria Huffman 

 

Parish Finance Council                 
Chairperson Russ Lang,               

Casey Lang, Rachel Schott,                    
Jeff Canterbury, Pam Brooker 

 

Cemetery Association                
Andy Miller, Kevin Brooker,  

Dean Hart, Howard Brooker 
 

Senior Citizens of Churchtown 
President Marilyn Kern 

 

 

Club of Catholic Women 
     President Marilyn Zollar  

 

 

St. John Central School 
(740) 896-2697                                           

Mrs. Becky Hilverding  

Principal  

 

 

Knights of Columbus                       
Council 4617               

Grand Knight Tanner Pottmeyer 

 

St. John School Foundation  
Gary Arnold, President  

 

 

 Diocesan Catholic                     
Charities & Information               

Referral Line:                                     

1-800-339-7890 

As the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) gathered for their Fall Plenary Assembly in Balti-
more, the bishops issued a Special Message address-
ing their concern for the evolving situation impacting 
immigrants in the United States.  The full text of the bish-
ops’ Special Pastoral Message follows:  
As pastors, we the bishops of the United States are 
bound to our people by ties of communion and compas-
sion in Our Lord Jesus Christ. We are disturbed when we 
see among our people a climate of fear and anxiety 
around questions of profiling and immigration enforce-
ment. We are saddened by the state of contemporary 
debate and the vilification of immigrants. We are con-
cerned about the conditions in detention centers and the 
lack of access to pastoral care. We lament that some 
immigrants in the United States have arbitrarily lost their 
legal status. We are troubled by threats against the sanc-
tity of houses of worship and the special nature of hospi-
tals and schools. We are grieved when we meet parents 
who fear being detained when taking their children to 
school and when we try to console family members who 
have already been separated from their loved ones. 
Despite obstacles and prejudices, generations of immi-
grants have made enormous contributions to the well-
being of our nation. We as Catholic bishops love our 
country and pray for its peace and prosperity. For this 
very reason, we feel compelled now in this environment 
to raise our voices in defense of God-given human digni-
ty. 
 Catholic teaching exhorts nations to recognize the fun-
damental dignity of all persons, including immigrants. We 
bishops advocate for a meaningful reform of our nation’s 
immigration laws and procedures. Human dignity and 
national security are not in conflict. Both are possible if 
people of good will work together. 
We recognize that nations have a responsibility to regu-
late their borders and establish a just and orderly immi-
gration system for the sake of the common good. With-
out such processes, immigrants face the risk of trafficking 
and other forms of exploitation. Safe and legal pathways 
serve as an antidote to such risks. 
The Church’s teaching rests on the foundational concern 
for the human person, as created in the image and like-
ness of God (Genesis 1:27). As pastors, we look to Sacred 
Scripture and the example of the Lord Himself, where we 
find the wisdom of God’s compassion. The priority of the 
Lord, as the Prophets remind us, is for those who are 
most vulnerable: the widow, the orphan, the poor, and 
the stranger (Zechariah 7:10). In the Lord Jesus, we see 
the One who became poor for our sake (2 Corinthians 
8:9), we see the Good Samaritan who lifts us from the 
dust (Luke 10:30–37), and we see the One who is found 
in the least of these (Matthew 25). The Church’s concern 
for neighbor and our concern here for immigrants is a 
response to the Lord’s command to love as He has loved 
us (John 13:34). To our immigrant brothers and sisters, 
we stand with you in your suffering, since, when one 
member suffers, all suffer (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:26). You 
are not alone!  We note with gratitude that so many of 
our clergy, consecrated religious, and lay faithful already 
accompany and assist  immigrants in meeting their basic 
human needs. We urge all people of good will to contin-
ue and expand such efforts.              

Pray for the priests of the Diocese of Steubenville:                                                                                              
Jan 11, Fr. David Gaydosik , + Fr. Anthony Mattarelli                                                                     

Jan 12, Fr. Thomas Nau, + Fr. Alfred McMullan                                         
Jan 13, Fr. David Huffman, +  Fr. James Moran                                   
Jan 14, Fr. James Dunfee, + William Riley                                                                                    
Jan 15,  Fr. Nicholas Ginnetti, Fr. Peter Sartori                                                                            
Jan 16, Fr. Walter Heinz, + Fr. Clair Dinger                                               

Jan 17, Msgr Don Horak, + Fr. James Dirker                                                                                   

Jan 18, Bishop Edward Lohse, Fr. Richard Maciejewski  

Pray for our seminarians (the future of our Diocese).                           
Deacon Peter Stetson— Sacrament Parish, 825 Main 
Street, Wintersville, Ohio 43953.                                                                                            
Deacon Ryan Budd and Caleb Baker —Christ the Light 

Parish, 701 Gomber Ave., Cambridge, Ohio 43725                                                                               
Christopher McGurn and Samuel Ivkovich;— St. Vin-
cent Seminary. 300 Fraser Purchase Road, Latrobe, 
Pa. 15650 .                                                                                                      

John Paul Gan, Maximilian Gan, Johnathan Ruscoe,                            
Rily Morris, Arron Pabin, and William Gugala.— Pon-
tifical College Josephinum, 7625 N. High Street, Co-

lumbus Ohio 43235-1499.        

Diocese of Steubenville Vocations:                                                                         
Father Nicholas Ginnetti, Director of Vocations (740) 
432-7609 or nginnetti@diosteub.org.  X: 

@dsvocations  

SAVE THE DATE DIOCESE STEUBENVILLE’S MENS 
DAY OF    RENEWAL- The 2026 Diocesan Men’s Day 
of Renewal will be held on Saturday, March 7, 2026, 
at St. Stephen Catholic Church in Caldwell. This Len-

ten retreat invites men of the Diocese of Steubenville 
to reflect on the ongoing call to conversion and         
spiritual growth in our journey with Christ.  More 

information will follow.  

Turn your Taxes into Tuition—Make a charitable 
donation to Christ the Teacher Diocesan Scholarship 

Fund and turn your tax dollars into tuition. Now is 
the time to donate, before filing your 2025 Ohio tax 
return and you can receive a dollar-for– dollar Ohio 
income tax credit of up to $750 for an individual (or 

$1500 if married—filing jointly). Donations via credit 
card now available. Designate your gift to help pro-
vide financial assistance to any diocesan Catholic 
School, your choice! For more information or to 

make a donation, go to: www.diosteub.org/ctdsf.   

Bishop’s statement Continued:  

We oppose the indiscriminate mass deportation of 
people. We pray for an end to dehumanizing rhetoric 
and violence, whether directed at immigrants or at 
law enforcement. We pray that the Lord may guide 

the leaders of our nation, and we are grateful for 
past and present opportunities to dialogue with pub-
lic and elected officials. In this dialogue, we will con-
tinue to advocate for meaningful immigration re-
form.  As disciples of the Lord, we remain men and 

women of hope, and hope does not disappoint! (cf. 
Romans 5:5). May the mantle of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe enfold us all in her maternal and loving care and 
draw us ever closer to the heart of Christ.  

 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/migrationandCST
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/you-are-not-alone/
https://www.usccb.org/cabrinipledge
https://www.usccb.org/cabrinipledge


Christ the Teacher Scholarships 
St. John Central Grade School 

 

Christ the Teacher Diocesan Scholarships 
 
Now Supporting Preschool Through Grade 12 Students at St. John Central Grade School 
 
We are excited to announce an important expansion of tuition assistance opportunities for families 
connected to St. John Central Grade School. 
 
For the first time, the Christ the Teacher Diocesan Scholarship Fund, administered by the Diocese of 
Steubenville, is now available to families with preschool-aged children. This scholarship was previously 
limited to K–12 students but has now been extended to include preschoolers. 
 
While Ohio’s EdChoice Scholarship Program does not apply to preschool students, families with children 
enrolled in preschool through grade 12 at St. John Central Grade School may apply for tuition assistance 
through the Christ the Teacher Scholarship Fund. 
 
In addition, students in grades K–12 who did not receive the full amount of EdChoice funding may apply to 
this scholarship to help offset remaining tuition costs. 
 
A Powerful Opportunity for Donors 
 
As you plan for your 2025 Ohio state income taxes, we invite parents, grandparents, guardians, and 
parishioners to support Catholic education through a gift to the Christ the Teacher Diocesan Scholarship 
Fund. 
 
• $750 per individual taxpayer 
• $1,500 per married couple filing jointly 
• 100% Ohio state income tax credit (dollar-for-dollar) 
• Contributions must be made before filing your 2025 Ohio taxes 
 
Most importantly, donations may be designated specifically to St. John Central Grade School, ensuring that 
funds directly benefit students who attend St. John’s. 
 
Learn more or donate online: 
https://diosteub.org/christ-the-teacher-diocesan-scholarship-fund/ 
 
Rebecca Hilverding 
Principal, St. John Central Grade School 


