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Fr. Dale Tornes, retired Deserts come in all shapes and sizes. For Noah, it

turned out to be a desert of water, an endless, dreary
expanse. For Jesus, it was also without end, one of
rocks and sand; it was a harsh existence. In our lives,

FI RST SU N DAY deserts might be a debilitating illness, a dried-up mar-
riage, grief over lost love, a job that seems to tax our

OF LE NT sanity, or a childhood scarred by abuse. Not long ago,

the world found itself in a pandemic desert. For

FEBRUARY 18, 2024 many, it was one of cabin fever that isolated us from

family and friends. Deserts are not alluring places.
They are places from which we tend to run.
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Some people deal with the inevitable deserts of
life by becoming angry; others grow bitter and turn
inward; others blame God and walk away from faith.
Yet deserts can also be the very forces that reshape
lives. With nothing else to distract us, in the desert

THE KINGDOM OF GOD we come face to face with ourselves, with who we

'3 really are and whose voice it is that we follow. There
HAS COME NEAR ; i we take a stand on life, as Jesus did. It was the Spirit
REPENT AND BELIEVE i 2. that drove Jesus into the desert, and it was there that
THE GOOD NEWS! | & he realized the future to which he was being called.
Mark 145 a2 4 : So also with us. Deserts become places where we

discover what God is asking of us and where we need
to go, all discoveries that may otherwise never have
occurred. In some strange and curious way, then, de-
serts may be blessings in our lives.




MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday OLM  02/17 4:00 P.M. +Martha Huck (OLM CWC)

SIB 02/17 6:00 P.M. +Emmett Brooker (Anniv. 2/19) (Mary Brooker and Family)
Sunday SIB 02/18 7:30 A.M.  +Shirley Stollar Oliver (Vince and Shelly Stollar Family)

om 02/18 9:30 AM. +Grace Huck (02/19 6 yr. Anniversary) (Todd and Katheryn Arnold)

SJB 02/18 11:00 A.M. +Ralph Klemm (Mike and Marilyn Schaad)
Monday SIB 02/19 8:00 A.M.  +Francis Arnold (Schwendeman Family)
Tuesday SJB 02/20 8:00 A.M. No Mass Today

Oom 02/20 5:00 P.M. +Darren Cheeseman (Edwin and Grace Long)
Wednesday SIB 02/21 8:20 A.M.  +Dave Pottmeyer (Birthday) (Eric and Marilyn Pottmeyer) School Mass
Thursday SJB 02/22 8:00 A.M. No Mass Today

OLM  02/22 5:00 P.M. +Chuck and +Sandy Schilling (Their Children) 6:00 P.M. Stations of the Cross
Friday SJB 02/23 6:00 P.M.  +Lawrence Schaad (Parish)

Mass and Stations of the Cross

Saturday OLM 02/24 4:00 P.M. +Beth Brady (Linda Phelps)

SJB 02/24 6:00 P.M.  +Martha Huck (Brandon and Ashleigh Hendershot Family)
Sunday SJB 02/25 7:30 A.M.  +Helen Miller (Anniversary) (Mary Brooker and Family)

Oom 02/25 9:30 AM. +Clarence Zwick (Richard and Melissa Tornes)

SJB 02/25 11:00 A.M. +Leora Arnold (Gary and Edna Arnold)

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND
MASS ALTAR SERVERS LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTER

Saturday 6:00 p.m. Abby and Alex Henke Jerry Smith Jessica Henke
Sunday 7:30 a.m. Connor McCartney, Owen Henry Hugh Arnold Arnold Huck
Sunday 11:00 a.m. Connor and Finn Lauchard Lacey Lauchard Marilyn Zoller

D.P.S.C. BINGO

COLLECTION
Total Collection for weekend $2,428
Needed to meet parish needs $4,750

Thank you for your generosity!

2024 Goal is $43,047
2024 Collected S 6,815

Under the Diocese’s new calculation
system, our goal was increased 61%.

Thank you for your generosity!

February4 Group6 $3,599

If you are unable to work, please
try to find a replacement

ST. JOHN BINGO WORK SCHEDULE

Feb 18
Feb 25
Mar 3

Mar 10
Mar 17

Group 8 with Russ Lang

Group 1 with Jeff Brooker
Group 2 with Jessica Henke
Group 3 with Ryan Lauchard
Group 4 with Derrick Pottmeyer

C.W.C. BINGO CAKES

February

Group D with Elaine Wells

Meetings held the 2nd Monday of each
month, 6:30 p.m. in the Sr. Center

(Sept. through May)

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY

Please pray for all of the men and
women who are serving our country in
the military. May God watch over
them and keep them safe.

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND

Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 / Romans 8:31b—34 / Mark

9:2-10

Please have all bulletin information

to the Rectory no later than
10:00 p.m. on Monday




CWC BREAKFAST

A Dine in or Drive-thru breakfast will be held at the Church-
town K of C Hall on Sunday, February 25 from 8:00 a.m.—10:00
a.m. An adult meal consisting of eggs, bacon, home fries, bis-
cuit/sausage gravy and a drink is $10. A kids meal consisting of
pancakes, bacon, eggs and a drink is $5. There will also be a
bake sale sponsored by Churchtown Busy Bunch 4-H Club. Mark
your calendar now to attend. All are welcome!

PRIEST RETIREMENT

The total received for the Priest Retirement Collection was
$5,378. Thank you to everyone who donated. Your generosity
is greatly appreciated.

EUCHRE

Euchre will be held at 1:00 p.m. at the Sr. Center on February
28. All are welcome.

LENTEN REGULATIONS

All Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence (no meat). The law
of abstinence binds all Catholics 14 years and older. The law
of fasting binds all Catholics from their 18th birthday until
their 59th birthday.

MASS AND STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Mass and Stations of the Cross will be held during Lent at 6:00
p.m. every Friday at St. Johns (morning mass will be cancelled
that day) and every Thursday at 6:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Mer-

cy.

LENTEN FISH FRIES

Lenten Fish Fries will be held at Our Lady of Mercy Church in
Lowell on the following dates: February 23, March 8, and
March 22. Serving time is 4:30-7:30 p.m. and the cost is $12 for
an adult meal and $6 for a meal for children under 12. Drive-
thru pickup for All To-Go meals will be $12. No need to call
ahead.

WOMENS’ DAY DCCW

Lenten day of Spirituality for ALL Women of the Diocese of
Steubenville will be on Saturday, March 16 at the Basilica of St.
Mary Catholic Church, Marietta. Registration begins at 8:30 am.
If you are interested in attending, please contact Marilyn Kern
740-749-3371 or DeDe Kidder at 740-632-3018 by March 4 to
make a reservation.

MEN'’S DAY OF RENEWAL

The Annual Diocesan Men’s Day of Renewal at St. Stephen
Church, Caldwell is on Saturday, March 9. Registration starts at
8:00 a.m. You may register online at https://
athenscatholic.org/steubenvillemens-day. Please mark your
calendars to attend.

SQUARE DANCE

St. Bernard’s Youth Group will hold a square dance on Satur-
day, March 2 in St. Bernard Social Hall from 7-10pm. The Buck-
eye Travelers will be playing music. There will be concessions, a
raffle, cake walk and dancing. The youth group is raising mon-
ey for seminarian Caleb Baker.

MARY’S HOUSE BAG AND BASKET BINGO

Bag and Basket Bingo will be held Sunday, February 25 at 2:00
pm (doors open at 1:00 pm) at the St Bernard Social Hall in
Beverly. There will be 20 Games for $20.00. Tickets sold at
door only. There will be a 50/50 drawing, concession stand &
raffle. For questions about these upcoming events call: 740-
960-9944.

PRE-CANA

A Pre-Cana Session is scheduled at the Basilica on Saturday,
March 9th. Couples planning to register for this class can by
calling the Basilica Parish Office at 740-373-3643. Pre-Cana is a
requirement for marriage in our Diocese.

CARD SHOWER

Card shower for Edith Arnold Woeste, formerly of Waterford/
Churchtown, for her 100th birthday on February 21. She is the
daughter of the late Albert and Eleanor Bauerbach Arnold.
Cards may be send to Edith Woeste, c/o Cindy Lowndes, 10566
Willow Brook Road, Dayton, Ohio 45458.

K OF C FISH FRY

The K of C of St. Ambrose Church will sponsor a Fish Fry from 5-
7:00 p.m. at St. Ambrose Hall every Friday of Lent except Good
Friday. Cost is $13, extra piece of cod $3 and Pizza slice $2.
The Menu includes baked or batter fried cod, French fries, cole
slaw, green beans, roll, dessert, and drink.

ST AMBROSE SPAGHETTI DINNER
St. Ambrose Church Spaghetti Dinner will be held on Sunday,
February 18 from 11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. Eat in or carry out. A
meal ticket is $13 (children ages 6-10 is $8 and children under 5
eat free). Raffles will be available.
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New Parishioners
Welcome!

You can register by calling our
Parish Office.

Prayer Network: Call
Mary Brooker 740-896-2002
Elaine Wells 740-896-3112
to place a prayer request on
the prayer line or to join in the
prayers for those in need.

Becoming Catholic (Order of
Christian Initiation of Adults):
For those interested in becom-
ing Catholic, contact the parish

office.

Care for the Sick or Home-
bound: Call the Parish Office or
Marilyn Kern to set up Com-
munion visits or to receive the
Sacrament of Anointing of the
Sick.

Pastoral Musicians
Valerie Strahler,
Crystal Lang

Scrip Coordinator
Betina Lang

PSR Coordinator
Andrea Ralston

Pastoral Council
Chairperson Maria Huffman

Parish Finance Council
Chairperson Russ Lang,
Casey Lang, Rachel Schott,
Jeff Canterbury, Pam Brooker

Cemetery Association
Andy Miller, Kevin Brooker,
Dean Hart, Howard Brooker

Club of Catholic Women
President Marilyn Zollar

St. John Central School
(740) 896-2697
Mrs. Karen Pottmeyer
Principal

Knights of Columbus
Council 4617

Grand Knight Taylor Pottmeyer

St. John School Foundation
Gary Arnold, President

Diocesan Catholic
Charities & Information
Referral Line:
1-800-339-7890

N PARISH SHARE

AMPAIGN

2024 DIOCESAN/PARISH SHARE CAMPAIGN

You may have received a letter from Bishop Bradley asking you to consider your
contribution to this year’s Diocesan/Parish Share Campaign (DPSC). Your gifts to
the DPSC bring to life all our diocesan ministries and services that go beyond
what any parish can provide on its own, including seminarian formation; care for
retired priests; administrative support for Catholic Schools; Catholic news and
evangelization (especially through the Steubenville Register); promotion of the
sanctity of life; training for catechists; youth ministry activities; assistance for
those most in need through Catholic Charities; and much more. The DPSC also
provides essential support to our parishes, as 100% of all funds raised above the
parish goal are returned to the parish. These funds help parishes live out the mis-
sion of the Church by providing for a wide variety of needs, such as construction
or renovation projects, youth ministry programs, evangelization initiatives, and
outreach programs for the poor. As we continue to discern the future direction
of our diocese, it is imperative that we continue to fund the essential ministries
and services so that the work of the Church can continue. Please be assured that
all funds received through the DPSC are donor restricted and will remain in the
Diocese of Steubenville. Pledge Sunday will take place on March 3rd. Please
prayerfully consider how you can participate in this year’s campaign.

*Under the Diocese’s new calculation system, our goal for 2024 was raised 61% to $43,047*




