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   Consider how there are five levels of communication, each 

level taking us deeper into a relationship and what it means to 

be human. One, the greetings we offer as we pass: Good 

morning! How’s it going? Two, a sharing of activities: what 

we did, what someone said. Three, an expression of ideas, as 

in what we think about raising children or our political opin-

ions or why we believe there may be conflicts in the world. 

Four, revealing our feelings both positive and negative: feel-

ings of love or gratitude or contentment as well as of being 

hurt or rejected or disappointed. Five, a sense of intense 

closeness and being with, perhaps even without speaking or 

using any words. Each level, then, takes us deeper into a 

shared relationship.  

Consider, then, how ever-deepening prayer may follow 

that same pattern. One, memorized or rote prayer. Two, telling 

God what is on our mind, even though it is a one-sided con-

versation. Three, commonly called “meditation” but, more 

simply, thinking about God and life and our faith response, as 

in the musing that may follow spiritual reading. Four, often 

referred to as “praying our feelings,” such as reflecting on our 

human emotions and what they might say about us, our faith, 

and how the journey of our faith life is unfolding. Five, a 

sense of simply being with God, even without words, and 

simply resting in that holy presence. Each level of prayer, 

then, leads us ever more into a shared relationship with our 

God.  

 

17TH SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME 
 

JULY 27, 2025 

Matrimony: Engaged couples, should contact the Parish Office at 

least six months in advance of the intended wedding, for Pre-marriage 

interview. Pre-marriage formation (Pre-Cana) is required to prepare 

for this serious, lifelong commitment.  

Baptism: call the Parish Office to schedule a Baptism 740-896-3566. 

The Homebound/Nursing Home/Hospitalized: Please call the par-

ish office. Due to HIPPA laws we may not be otherwise notified. 

Anointing of the Sick: Celebrated  upon request. Call the Parish 

Office.    

Prayer line: Offering our prayerful support for your intentions. Mary 

Brooker 740-896-2002 or Mrs. Elaine Wells 740-896-3112. 

Reconciliation:: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in 

one’s life are available on Saturday from 5:00-5:45 p.m., Sunday 

6:45am to 7:15am and 10:00am to 10:45am. Individual  appointment 

by calling  parish office.  

Good News! 
By: FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS  



MASS INTENTION SCHEDULE  

       Total Collection last weekend  $ 2,995 
      Needed to meet parish needs    $ 4,750               

 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

     

     

   

   

   

  Saturday OLM 07/26 4:00 p.m.  +Donnie Heiss (Mark and Paulie)                  

  SJB 07/26 6:00 p.m. +Margaret Klinger (Leona Arnold)      

  Sunday SJB 07/27 7:30 a.m. +Ben Brooker (Birthday 7/24) (Family)          

    OLM 07/27 9:30 a.m.   Living  and Deceased of Frank and Virginia Offenberger (The Family)  

  SJB 07/27    11:00 a.m.  Living and Deceased of +Frank and +Virginia Offenberger Family 

       (Family) 

 

  Monday SJB 07/28 8:00 a.m. +Penny Schwendeman (Schwendeman Family)  

      +Patricia Gaydosik (Larry and Connie Richter)     

  Tuesday SJB 07/29 8:00 a.m.  No Mass Today 

  OLM 07/29 5:00 p.m. +Vincent and +Allene Huck (Ben and Lisa Berndts)  

                                                                                 + Jerry Huck (Clair Huck)   

  Wednesday   SJB 07/30 8:00 a.m. +Mary E. Huck (Bernard and Marilyn Schilling) 

      +Larry Schaad (Connie Arnold)   

 Thursday SJB 07/31 8:00 a.m.  No Mass Today  

    OLM 07/31 5:00 p.m. +Gordan, +Mildred, and +Joe Strain (Marilyn and Heater Peters)    

         +Cheryl Brooker (Brian Brooker) 

  First Friday SJB 08/01 6:00 p.m. +Tony and Donna Tornes (Wed. Anniv.) (Donna Tornes and Family) 

        Adoration 5-6:00 p.m. 

 

  Saturday OLM 08/02 4:00 p.m. +Cole Wheeler (Unknown)                    

  SJB 08/02 6:00 p.m.  Living and Deceased of +Joe and +Mary Kern Family (Family)     

  Sunday SJB 08/03 7:30 a.m. +Ben Sauer (Bob and Peggy Byers)          

    OLM 08/03 9:30 a.m. +Kelton and +Helen Fliehman (Eric and Bri Fliehman)       

  SJB 08/03    11:00 a.m. +Alecia Fouss (Family)       

      

                            COLLECTION                                                      DPSC    

Please have all bulletin information to the Rectory no later than 10:00 p.m. on Monday 

       2025   Collected to Date   $ 53,020 

      2025   DPSC Goal            $ 41,330 

                  

    

    

                     MASS                            ALTAR SERVERS                            LECTOR                           EUCHARISTIC MINISTER  

Please pray for all of the men  

and women who are serving our 

country in the military.   

May God watch over them and keep 

them safe. 

Sunday          7:30 a.m.  

 Sunday         11:00 a.m.   

Saturday        6:00 p.m.   

If you are unable to serve, please try to find a replacement.  Thank you! 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 

 Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21–23 / Colossians 3:1–5, 9–11 / Luke 12:13–21  

             Kelly Miller       Virginia Dyar 

           Zandra Francis                                  Arnold Huck 

This includes money sent directly to the 
Diocese.  Thank you for your contributions! 

July 29  Cemetery Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

August 6  St. John’s New Parent meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

August 7  Senior Citizens Meeting 11:00 a.m. 

August 7  St. John’s Back to School Bash 6-8 p.m. 

August 17 K of C 4617 Golf Outing 

August 18 St. John’s School Snoop-N-Scoop  4:30-6:30 p.m. 

             Janelle Sprague         Tonia Skinner 

Tanner Crum, Abby Henke 

      Grace Francis, Chase Arteaga      

   Hadleigh Pennock, Emma Wheeler 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 



 

CEMETERY MEETING 

There will be a cemetery meeting on Tuesday, July 29, 6:00 p.m. in 

the Sr. Center.  All are invited and encouraged to attend. 

 

SENIOR CITIZEN MEETING 

The Senior Citizen meeting will be held at the Sr. Center on Thurs-

day, August 7, at 11:00 a.m.  The speaker will be Deanna Shuler 

from Marietta Memorial Hospital.  Her presentation will be on tips 

for a healthy lifestyle. 

 

K OF C #4617 GOLF OUTING 

The K of C #4617 Golf Outing will be on Sunday, August 17th at 

Oxbow Golf Course in Belpre, OH. Cost will be $260 per team and 

includes skins and mulligans. Each team must have two Knights of 

Columbus 4617 members on it with dues current for 2025. Registra-

tion will start at 7:30 am and shotgun start at 8:00 am. There will be 

50/50 and hole move-up! Steak dinner is included after golf on the 

patio at the KofC in Churchtown. To register a team please contact 

Ethan Brooker @ 740-525-2972. 

 

 

K OF C #478 GOLF SCRAMBLE 

K of C #478 Golf Scramble – August 3rd, 2025 at Lakeside Golf 

Course, Beverly, Ohio honoring our Brother David Gerst.  Registra-

tion at 7:30AM; shotgun start at 8AM;  4 man scramble with at least 

1 golfer being a K of C member (any council).  Cost is $75 per golf-

er, with Skins game and Mulligans available for purchase.  Entry fee 

includes 18 holes, many prizes, snacks at the turn, and grilled steak 

dinner after the event.  Aligning with K of C and Dave Gerst’s prin-

ciples, the proceeds from the tournament will benefit St Mary Par-

ish, St Mary school, and our local community.  Contact Joe Flaherty 

for team registration or sponsorship at 740.350.2754. 

 

DUELING PIANOS 

The Knights of Columbus 4617 will host DUELING PIANOS on 

Saturday, October 11, 2025. $1,000 in CASH Prizes! Tickets: $40/

each, only 250 Tickets Sold! Doors Open  at 5:00 p.m. for games 

and raffles. A New York Strip Steak or Grilled Chicken Dinner will 

be held at  6:00 p.m.. The Dueling Pianos Show will begin at  8:00 

p.m. by Shake Rattle & Roll Pianos! Your ticket includes the dinner, 

show, beer/wine, and water/drinks! In addition to dinner and the 

show, there will be 50/50, raffles, and more games of chance. For 

tickets or information contact Jeff Brooker @ 740-749-3538 or Tay-

lor Pottmeyer @ 412-215-6470.  

 
INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC? 

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is the process by 

which those who are unbaptized or baptized in another Christian 

denomination come into the Roman Catholic Church. Now is the 

perfect time to learn more for yourself or invite those you love to 

take the next step! If you would like to learn more about this process 

and are ready to dive in or would like more information about the 

OCIA program or the Catholic faith, call Father Dave, 740-391-

1093.  

 

BULLETIN NOTICE 

Please note the bulletin for the weekend of August  9-10 will be a 

two-week bulletin.  This will also cover August 16-17.  If you 

have any bulletin information to be included, please send your 

information to the Rectory no later than Monday, August 4 by 

10:00 p.m.  

 

FRANK AND VIRGINIA OFFENBERGER REUNION 

The 62nd annual reunion will be on Sunday, July 27th, at Our 

Lady of Mercy Social Hall in Lowell.  The potluck dinner starts at 

12:30pm and you are asked to bring a covered dish.  There will be 

plenty of games for the kids and other activities.  

 

PARISH SOCIAL 

St. Stephen’s Catholic Church in Caldwell will hold their Parish 

Social on Sunday, August 3 at the Church Hall.  Dinner will be 

held from 5-8:00 p.m.  There will be a country store, sandwiches, 

pie and Bingo.  All are invited to attend. 

 

ST. MICHAEL CHURCH ANNUAL PICNIC 

St. Michael Catholic Church in Caldwell, Ohio will hold their 

Annual Homecoming Picnic on Sunday, August 10, 10:30 a.m.—

1:30 p.m.  Chicken and Ham dinner.  Cost is $15 for Adults and 

$7 for a Child’s meal.  Drive thru will be available.  There will be  

raffles and an afternoon of Bingo.  All are invited. 

 

ST. JOHN’S MILTONBURG PICNIC 

St. John’s Catholic Church in Miltonsburg will hold their Annual 

Picnic and Festival on Sunday, August 3 from 10:30 a.m. –2:00 

p.m.  Eat in or take out orders are available.  There will be raffle 

tickets sold with more than $2,500 cash and prizes available 

throughout the day.  Everyone is welcome. 

 

  

 ST. JOHN CENTRAL SCHOOL 

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH 

Thursday, August 7, 6-8:00 p.m. at the Beverly Pool. 

Pizza, chips, drinks and a sweet treat will be provided by the 

Community Relation Committee. 

 

ST. JOHN CENTRAL SCHOOL 

SNOOP - N - SCOOP 

Monday, August 18, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Drop off students’ school supplies, visit their classroom 

 and meet their teacher. There will be a Home and  

School Meeting after at 6:30 p.m.  

Don’t forget to pick up an ice cream sundae 

 in the cafeteria for each student to enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish Directory has been sent 

 to the printer.  More information will follow 
once we receive the books. 



 

 

 

 

 

New Parishioners 

 Welcome!  

You can register by calling our 
Parish Office. 

 

Prayer Network: Call                                     
Mary Brooker  740-896-2002   

Elaine Wells 740-896-3112                       
to place a prayer request on the 
prayer line or to join in the pray-

ers for those in need. 

 

Becoming Catholic (Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults)  

For those interested in becoming 
Catholic, contact the parish office.  

 

Care for the Sick or Homebound: 
Call the Parish Office or Marilyn 
Kern to set up Communion visits 
or to receive the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick. 

 

Pastoral Musicians                     
Valerie Strahler, Crystal Lang                            

 

Scrip Coordinator                              
Betina Lang 

 

PSR Coordinator   

Andrea Ralston 

 

Pastoral Council                          
Chairperson Maria Huffman 

 

Parish Finance Council                 
Chairperson Russ Lang,               

Casey Lang, Rachel Schott,                    
Jeff Canterbury, Pam Brooker 

 

Cemetery Association                
Andy Miller, Kevin Brooker,  

Dean Hart, Howard Brooker 
 

Senior Citizens of Churchtown 

President Marilyn Kern 

 

Club of Catholic Women 

     President Marilyn Zollar  

 

St. John Central School 

(740) 896-2697                                           
Mrs. Becky Hilverding  

Principal  

 

Knights of Columbus                       
Council 4617               

Grand Knight Taylor Pottmeyer 
 

St. John School Foundation  

Gary Arnold, President  
 

 Diocesan Catholic                     
Charities & Information               

Referral Line:                                     

1-800-339-7890 

 

When you register at a parish it helps both you and the 

church. Being registered helps you in the following ways: 

1) Connectedness. Once you register, you feel more at 

home in the church. You become part of your church 

family in a tangible way. It gives you a sense of 

belonging and allows your priest to get to know you 

as well. 

2) Commitment. Becoming a member of your parish is 

a promise to be active in your faith. As a registered 

parishioner, it adds weight to that role.  

3) Canonical. When you are asked to be a sponsor or  

godparent for a sacrament, your registration proves 

that you are an active member of the parish. 

4) Access to parish information. This allows you to be 

informed about parish events, prayer, and study 

opportunities and ways that you can give back. 

5) Being registered helps the church in the following 

ways:                                                                                             

• Accountability. We are all responsible for helping 

the greater church to grow in strength and numbers. 

As an “official” member of the parish who is open to 

the voice of the Holy Spirit, you will feel led to con-

tribute to the needs of the church. 

• Data and Statistics: It helps our parish to maintain 

the national and diocesan statistics that we are re-

quired to present each year for the church. 

• Other: Your registration helps the church canonical-

ly, sacramentally, organizationally, and financially. 

• So, for anyone who is an adult, or an employed adult 

child living at home with your parents, and who is 

attending St. John the Baptist or Our Lady of Mercy, 

please make sure that you are registered. 

 

Joachim and Anna are the parents of Mary, the mother 

of Jesus, yet there is absolutely no biblical reference to 

them whatsoever. So where do we get their names, and 

what is their story? 

Their names are found in an apocryphal (hidden) gospel 

known as "The Infancy Gospel of James." Apocryphal, or 

hidden gospels, consist of accounts of Jesus' life that were 

ultimately not accepted as inspired works, and thus were 

not included in the Bible. However, they sometimes cap-

tured the Christian imagination, spilling into the devo-

tional dimension of the community.  

James' infancy gospel begins with the parents of Mary 

and their desire for a child. In their prayer and petitions to 

God, they are heard and given the blessings of a child, 

whom they named Mary. While we have no idea who 

Mary's parents really were, the fact that we celebrate the 

feast of Joachim and Anna indicates that the bond of fam-

ily love is important in the Christian life. 

 

Long before Grandparents' Day was established, the 

church had a feast that honored the presumed grandpar-

ents of Jesus. While their names are part of non-inspired 

apocryphal legends, the fact of the Savior's human ances-

try is not. Christ, the incarnate Word, dwelt among us in 

the flesh in a human family. In honoring the grandparents 

St. John the Baptist Parish is looking for a coordinator 

and catechists for Faith Formation program this Fall.  

We're preparing for a new year of Faith Formation and we 

need your help! Our parish is seeking a few caring and 

dedicated individuals to help guide our children on their 

journey of faith. 

Coordinator: To lead and coordinate our parish to assist 

parents (primary teachers of their children in the ways of 

faith) in their duty as Christian parents.  

Catechists: Do you enjoy sharing your faith and  bringing 

your child to Faith Formation? Consider becoming a cate-

chist! We're looking for a few devoted individuals to help 

teach and inspire our children as they grow in their rela-

tionship with Christ.  

If you’re interested in any of these roles or would like 

more information. Your help is a blessing and greatly 

appreciated!  

St. John Central pre-school and early learning program is 

full. What can we do to grow?   

The Diocese has given permission to begin the process of 

exploring options. How can we best serve our commit-

ment to providing a quality Catholic Education to the 

youth of tomorrow. This starts with a strong basis upon 

which students may grow and  flourish.  1) Do nothing 

and go on from here? 2) Look at expansion of the pro-

gram...finding more space.  3) The Title I trailer is in poor 

shape and will require substantial repair and upgrading. 

Could this be considered in our discussion. 4) What if we 

look at a new building which will house an expanded pre-

school and early learning program and incorporate space 

for title services (speech, reading, ect. ).  But where do we 

put such a structure? 1) Near the present main school 

would be ideal. It would allow the incorporation of a play 

ground providing safety and function. 2) Why couldn't the 

pre-school simply expand into the upstairs of the building 

they presently occupy?  What would we do with the Sen-

ior Citizens? Suggestions and comments are welcome. 

Pray for our seminarians (the future priests for our Dio-

cese) Deacon Peter Stetson, Deacon Ryan Budd, Christo-

pher McGurn, Samuel Ivkovich, John Paul Gan, Maximil-

ian Kolbe Gan, Johnathan Ruscoe, Riley Morris, Aaron 

Pabin, and Caleb Baker 

Pray for the priests of the Diocese of Steubenville:                                                    

July 27, Fr. Thomas Vennitti, July 28, Fr. James Dunfee,                                           

July 29, Fr. Timothy Kozak, July 30,Fr. Joseph Massucci,                                     

July 31 Fr. Tim Shannon, August 1,Fr. David Cornett,                                              

August 2, Fr. Tom Marut, August 3, Bishop Edward 

Lohse. Eternal God, please bless our priests, who repre-

sent you on this earth.  Heavenly Father, grant that our 

priests be strengthened by the power of the Eucharist they 

celebrate. 

We are looking for individuals who are willing to serving 

our parish family as Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Ush-

ers, Greeters, Servers. Lay participation is a vital part of 

the life of our parish community. Whether you’re a life-

time member or new to our parish family, your service can 

make a real difference. Training will be provided. If inter-

ested contact the parish office. 

 

Recently, we've seen a sharp rise in email scams and phishing attempts. I'm sure everyone has received 
messages from our Pastor requesting help with gas cards, gift cards, and similar items. Remember the Pas-
tor nor the parish will ever contact you to ask for gift cards or similar items. Please don't reply to such 
emails, because the sender may be able to capture your contact list. Please ignore these requests and delete 
the email as soon as possible. 


